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T xuLy conſcious to the deme- 
rits of this work, I wiſh to offer a 
few arguments, that may tend to 
deprecate the ſentence which might 

juſtly be l on it. 


- "By : ö 
Had a preſumptuous — in 


my talents, incited me to take up 
the pen, I ſhould, by challenging by 
criticiſm, have merited-its cenſures  - 
but no ſuch ſentiments influ- 

enced me. ys 


>. 


| The viciitudes of lifs caſt me = 
from a ſtate of affluence; 4 W : wh; 


3 


K 


recommended the pathof literature; 
the ſuggeſtions of diffidence were ſi- 
lenced by the pleas of neceſſity; 
hence, I was indueed to make this : 
Seung; > 2 2 FF 


The hiſtory [ have che: conſiſts 
of a chain of events, intereſting, af- 

fecting, and tending to inculcate that 
truth, of ſo much conſequence to 
us, to believe, That a moral juſtice 
© prevails, even in this world, and 
gives, either publicly or privately, 
to vice and virtue, their puniſhment 
and reward. 


# = £ 


| The fas relates; are given on 
unqueſtionable authority; I have 
made no alteration in them, and on- 
bigs. *. 


-- 


8 


ly ſuch additions as I thought abſo- 


lutely requiſite (theſe I ſhall mark in 
a note) as I wiſhed to give fiction no 


more place than was neceſlary in 


a work, which L had rather ond 5 


faticy:- 


The aids of i imagination have not 


extended to any event, that inter- 
feres with the chain of hiſtoric events. 


The ſubject would, in abler hands 
ha ve had more juſtice done it; but, 
though devoid of the advantages. of _ 
fine writing, and the  embelliſh- 575 
ments of genius, yet ag it poſſeſſes 9 HEN 
the moſt material property of ſuch 5 
a work, a 9 moral, I truſt it will 25 


meet 


ang? -» ut 
| * . 
—_ 


* ** 
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9 


meet the indulgence . thoſe who 
may peruſe it. 


Buy thoſe, whofe hearts intereſt 
them in all that relates to eſtimable 
characters, the following teſtimony, - 
given by one of our beſt hiſtorians, 
of the worth of him, who has a prin- 

cipal part in theſe memoirs, will not 

** deemed W 


« Clarendon was always a friend 
4 to the liberty and the conſtitution 
& of his country. At the com- 
« mencement of the civil wars, he 
« had entered into the late King's 

% ſervice, and was honored with a 
great ſhare in the eſteem and friend- 
«« ſhip of that monarch. 


« He 


(Cu) 
He was purſued with unrelent- - 
« ing animoſity by the long parlia- 
“ment; he had ſhared all the for- 
tunes, and directed all the coun- 
« cils, of the PR A. during 


« his exile. 


« He had been advanced to the 
<« higheſt truſt and offices, after the 
% Reſtoration ; yet, all theſe circum- 

„ ſtances, which might naturally 
40 operate with ſuch force, either on 
+ reſentment, gratitude or ambition, 


“ had no influence on his uncorrupt- 
- ed mind. 8 


The laſt time the Earl of South- 
ampton appeared at the council- 
board, he exerted his friendſhip with 


a vigor, 


viii 1 


_ = vigor, which neither age nor in- 
firmities could abate. | 


This man,” ſaid he, ſpeaking of 
Lord Clarendon, © is a true Proteſ- 
tant, and an honeſt Engliſhman ; 
te and while he enjoys power, we are 
« ſecure 'of our laws, liberty, and 


« religion,” 
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| Eves happy to oblige a friend ſo tray © 
valued asmy dear Lady Mordaunt, I ſhould © 
have complied more immediately: with her 
requeſt of information, reſpecting the mar- 
riage of the Ducheſs of York, which is the © 0 | 
ſubje& of ſo much converſation ; but, 2 
mr of the particulars were confided to . 
r B 3 me 


pf Mat 
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me by herſelf, I could not, without her 
permiſſion, diſcloſe; the -hiſtory, + even to 
the friend I have the moſt reliance on. I 
have now obtained that permiſſion, and 
will proceed to give you the intelligence 
you require. 


Fey perſons are more competent to this 
than myſelf, having been an eye-witneſs 
to ſome of the moſt intereſting events that 
have happened on the occaſion, and having 
learned the reſt from the Ducheſs, and my 
Lord, whoſe friendſhip with the Earl of 
Clarendon has continued through their 
lives, and who has been his companion in 
almpſt every event of any importance. 


As other parts of the family will have a 
great ſhare in this narration, and as 1 
know it will pleaſe you, my being minute, 
I ſhall relate ſome anecdotes of, and give 

„ you 
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you, ſome infight Fug che characters of 
thoſe to whom ſhe owes her birth. -' F'D 
The Earl of Clarendon, father to the 
Ducheſs, is deſcended from an ancient fa- 
ther and mother were remarkable for their 
piety and virtue; and I have often heard 
the earl ſay, ſince his attainment ef the 
high honour which he now enjoys, that 
though the Almighty had been very pro- 
pitious to him in advarifihg_ him to Maſt 
great preferments, he did not value _— he 
honor he had, ſo much as being the ſon of 

ſuch a father and mother; for whole ſake,” - 2 528 
_ principally, he thought God had confer- - 
red thoſe bleſſings upon him.—You, will 
judge hence, my dear Lady n | 

how worthy he is of them. - 414) 


<a remarkable yes FOE 2 5 
the death of Mr. * In the ſeventieth 


> mts, 

＋ 

< "7 
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year of his age, he he 1 was * 75 remov- 


ing to Saliſbury, where many of his family 
and friends reſided, and where he wiſtied of 


to be buried with = anceſtors. | 


* 


 Hownnt aca. Tbe f feoohd day 


after his arrival, he roſe very early, and 


ng two or three churches; on his re- 
he told his wife and ſon that he had 


„ we 1 


Rd to look out for a place to be buried in, 


| + but found none to which he had not ſome 
objection, the cathedral only excepted, 

where he had made choice of a place near 

a kinſman of his oun name, and had ſneẽn 

2 it to the ſexton, whom he had ſent for to 

that purpoſe, and wiſhed them to ſee him 


—Hured * , 5 


1 


e and ſpent the whole day in chearful 
_ converſation WR his n 2 


— . 


« * 


He ſpoke this with the ohied compe= | 
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Tue next day, foding himſelf a little 
a) legte while at church, he haſtened 
home, and juſt reached a lower apartment, 
when he fell down and expired, without 
moving a limb, or ae 2 n 


| Hisdeath uber lamented; but 
to none did-it-cauſe a grief more 9 f 
permanent, than to his bn, h loved and 
revered him as the beſt of fathers, and I 
.  reſpeted and eſteemed him as the firſt of 
ind. Th | nee e! e 


The copredion of his father's viokies ire: * 
| L Awad marked in Lord Clarendon: to a 
piety rational and fer vent, he unitesan in- 
tegrity ſo pure, that no intereſt, no aft. 
on, no motiye, however great or alluring, 
could even ſhake it; its trials have been 4 
great, and were ſuſtained in a männer 
that has given him an higher exaltation.in © 
the eyes of the eſtimable part of n 3 
WE: * 5 . 


. * 
_ 
> 1 
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8 8 an ef thoſe which fortune has beſtowed 

on him; an affectionate and attentive 

huſband, a tender father, and a kind 2 

ter z he fulfils, to its utmoſt extent, all 

that religion, en upd” the n of 
an life enjoin. Mie 


Illis character will unfold itſelf to you 
better than I can deſcribe it, in the courſe | 
of this narrative; but there is a pleaſure in 
ſpeaking of amiable characters which I 
could not deny myſelf, and ho am ſure of 
your indulgence. CARL 


„Having thus, my dear Lady Mor- 
ee introduced you to the father) and 
grandfather of my heroine,” for to that ti- 
tles vou will find, ' ſhe has all the Claim, 
v hich ſuperior excellence; and virtue, 

ſeverely tried, can 85 yrs I will con- 
12 de. : Ir. flit 1E 15218 


ren rw 
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In my next you ſhall become acquaint- | 
ed with the mother of the Ducheſs, and, 
perhaps with the lovely Ann Hyde herſelf. 


Adieu! my dear Lady Mordaunt, be» 
lieve me with the utmoſt ſincerity, 


Your affeQionate-frierid, © - 


A, ORMONÞ: 
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666 5 May 15th, 1664 


Th E 3 you expreſs i in the read- 
ing my account, augments the ſatisfaction 
1 feel in relating the hiſtory e of the amiable 
- Hyde family. 5 

Luill obſerve your requeſt of not omit- 
"ting any particular, and of indulging my 
own reflections whenever they occur, 


: 13 compliance oth the latter 9 of 
your requiſition, I ſhall, previous to fur- 


ther particulars of the Ducheſs, impart to 


you ſome ideas that have ſtruck me in 
contemplating Lord Clarendon's charac- 


ter. There are ſo many points reſembling 


3 — tl { 
* - 
* - d - "1 i % 5 "A © 
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N 
"thoſe in the late je Te © Duke de Sully, 8 
| - miniſter to Henry the Great, that the ſi⸗ 
militude has made a ſtrong impreſſion. on 
my mind; each remarkable for the high-+ 
eſt degree of piety, integrity, and loyalty, ; 
in times when-ſuch virtues. were-uncom-- - 
mon; the gaiety of our court, and its 
corruption, being not inferior to that f 
our monarch's grandfather. Phe fortune 
too of theſe, great men ſcems:to partake- 
the reſemblance; each accompanies a 
baniſbed monarch; ſhared his misfor tune 
and, on his reſtoration, met the reward: 
of their loyalty. and fidelity, in the un- 
bounded confidence of their maſters, amd, 
the honours conferred on them. £59 | 


As an > Eagliſiwoman; f cannot Wee 5 
but feel elated, that in the balance of vir- 8" 
tue, our country man has the advantage; 
for to all the merits of Sully, Clarenden 
adds that of an indulgent patent; the 
B 5 | | 


= 
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Duke wanted that gentleneſs which at- 
taches children ; his, therefore, were ali- 
enated, while the Earl experiences all the 
happineſs that arifes 1 affection. and 


e —_ ” EARS 


1:6 CAB 1115 


In one infance, alone, has Lord Claren- 


a child z but as his integrity and fame 


were to balance againſt patental tender- 


neſs, none whole ſuffrage is deſirable, but 


will think his ere ae oy the Cit= 
cumſtance. — "= Þ 544 ; ** 83011 i. * 
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T ſhall nowpreſent you, my dear Lady 5 


PE Maorgauat; to Lady Clarendon. © She was 


the daughter of Sir Thomas Ayleſbury, 
Maſter of Requeſts tö the King. As Lord 


Clarendon is conſpicuous for every manly | 
virtue, ſo is her Ladyſhip for every excel- . 


| Jence that can adorn the character of wo- 


man. Never was a man happier in his 


— | Ly : ” 
2141 4 : N. _ 2 oof? -- 260 * 4 WU * zi © eating 
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domeſtic connections than the Chancellor, 
nor ever was a human being more deſerv- 
ing ſuch parents, ſuch a wife: and child, 
than he is. 


; I come now to peak of ber why is ths 
chief ſubject of this narrative; I feel that 
my powers are unequal to the deſcription 
of this all-charming woman; for When - 
have enumerated allthat I ba ever found 
of excellence in the human character, * 
muſt fill leave ſome merit, ſomè grace, 
or ſome beauty untold; to Know all the 
charms of her character, you muſt be as 
iatimately acquainted with her as I am. 


At an early age, Ann Hyde gave the | 
promiſe of that peifection ſhe, has ſince 
attained: Her form and face Ae truly 
beautiful; eaſe and. elegance adorn her 
figure; ſweetneſs and animation are .dif- 
played in her countenance; her under- 
"I | "libs 


_— 
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ſtanding is of. the firſt order, and of that 
kind which is evinced more in the conduct 

than in converſation, for it is the guide of 
her every action; all that ſne does, ſeems 
to be done in a manner ſuperior to what 
any other perſon could have done it; but 
in giving her the credit of that ſenſe (which, 
in my opinion, is the moſt praiſe-worthy, 
which leads to confiſtency of conduct) 1 
mean not to depreciate the charm of her 


* converſation; i in truth ſhe poſſeſſes this in an 


eminent degree —a lively wit diſplayed 
itſelf in the moſt elegant language; yet 
fo chaſtened by the ſweetneſs and gentle 
nefs of her nature, that it was never known, 
to * | 

45 With theſe captivating powers, the 
Ducheſs poſſeſſes the moſt exquifite ſenſi · 


Bility, yet a patience no misfortune can 


wake. Of her generoſity, and greatneſs 
A of foul, vou will have ſome ſtrong W 


8 1 Js 
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ees in the courſe” of ber hiſtory: to this 
bright aſſemblage, ſhe adds all thoſe vir- 
tues which diftinguiſh' her excellent) Per 
rents. e rnny, | 
| | : 0 4 7h 
I could dwell much Ks on a dete 
ſo grateful as that of deſcribing the merits 
of this charming woman, but as you are. _ 
unacquainted with her, and therefore can- 
not take that delight i in the ſubject which 
animates me; and as I have already ſaid 
ſufficient, F know, to intereſt you, my 
dear friend, I will leave a picture unfi- 
niſhed, which though I ſhould employ my 
utmoſt power upon, would ſtill fall hort 
of the beauty of the original.—1 will now 
D ta the Fan Ys: | HS 
{Hire 
When his Majeſty reſolved" immediate: | 
ly after the murder of his father, to fend 
Lord Clarendon, then Sir E. Hyde, am- 
Hallubor to Spain, Sir Edward, meaning tio 


25 2 ſet ; 
Py — . 
| | | | | | 
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{t gut from the Hague, ſent for his wife 
and family to meet him at Antwerp, not 
chuſing to truſt them in England: during 


his abſence, for it was no unuſual thing, at 
that period, for the parliament, when diſ- 


UW # DS & 


| was out « of their reach, to impriſon his wife: 
ande children. 


Sir Edward Hyde I ſhall henceforth 


- © Bile the Chancellor, as wiſh, to diſtinguiſh. 


him by, his moſt honorary. title, and his. 
conduct in that will place his name firſt 
in the lift of thoſe who, are remarkable for 


the ſtriet diſcharge of their truſt, 


The Chancellor returned from his em- 
baſſy in two pe: to Antwerp, where his 


mib ee. 


The fatal ſucceſs. at Worcefier. about 


ahi time, put a period to.all. his Majeſty's: 
preſent 


= 
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that he.ſent for the wad = left 
his family, very indifferently provided for, 
and haſtened to Paris, where he found | 
King, with whom he remained, | ill 


Majeſty. was even compelled to remove 


into Germany, which was * 5 
years. 2 


— 41 


* 


Jud ge, my dear Lad y. ene, of 


3 4+ ®.. 


a1 


| country—-ſeparated from a. buchen, to. 
whom ſhe was united by ali the tendereſt 


.and moſt powerful ties, and reduced to. * 


na row ci ircumſtances. 


* 


Her children, one W and dow 
ſons, were her ſole conſolation; ſhe devot> 


ed all her time to them; and as Ann Wag 
the eldeſt, and her education came more 


immediately 


pa 


excellence.” hs e vo 
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immediately vithin her province, to her 
chief a attention was Paid. 


Fatly did ſhe implant the ſeeds of virtue 


8 into her boſom, and her example gave 
ſlrength to her precepis. She had the 


pleaſure to ſee her daughter's mind readily 


imbibe the knowledge that ennobles and 


adorns it; the talents. and graces” which 


form the pleaſing. parts of a. character, . 


Nature had beſtowed all that was in her 


accompliſhed woman a pattern. of female 


- > "— 


ſeemed to have been the gift of nature, 
they had ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves i in, 
her; and the embelliſhments gained by 
others with ſo much difficulty, appeared 
to coſt her no pains in the acquifition,—. 


power on the lovely Ann Hyde; and the 


attentions of a mother, capable and deſi- 
Tous to com plete the work, have made this 


EN 
. 
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During this abſence of the chancellor, 
the Princeſs Royal, then reſident in Hol- 
land, having learned the ſituation of his | 


family, aſſigned them a houſe, which was 
at oe (pol, at Breda. 


= - 2 
+ . 
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For this acquiſition, which was very To 
conſiderable; in their circumſtances, 
were indebted to the Chaucellot's friend, ; 
Daniel ON eile, who was of the king” 5 bed- 
chamber, and in ſuch high eſtimation with 
the Princeſs Royal, and her court, that 

6 - his N prndir conſiderable weight. 79% 


Nor was this the anly tend office the 3 
cel owed tim, for through his in- 
tereſt and repreſentations, Ann Hyde ob- 


tained the Fa of maid of honor to the 
. 11 ag 51 5 055 50308 


Mi 072-2 MSN 269 
As the elende nga this ap- 
29 will illuſttate the truth of my 


43 f | evidence. 
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"iſh of Lord Clarendon's virtues, and 
as they were the cauſe of all the moſt in- 
tereſting, events that will have a place in 
theſe memoirs, Iwill give it at large. 


Nothing neceſſary to my narrative hap- 
pening from the time of Lady Clarendon's 
quitting Antwerp, till this event, a period 
of five. or ſix years, When her daughter 
Was arrived; at the 85 of were. 0 eat 
pas i over... „ 


The Nigg, ſehetous ea neben 
he affectionately loved, propoſed to her 
into meet him at Spa; ſhe, equally defirous 
Ma an injerview, sie to the Propoſal. 


p< They en long: there, dem 
the ſmall pox broke out; ſome of the Prin- 
ceſs's women being attacked by it, it was 


dhought expedient that her Royal Highneſs 
ſhould remove to Aix-la Chapelle. 
i She 


. — 


Ste! had not been there a day, whey 
intelligence was brought her of the death 


of Mrs. Killeen," one of her maids of. 


Ki. 
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immediately that this event was known, 
Mr. O'Neile' went to the Chancellor; and 
told him, that the Princeſs P a 
very favourable opinion of him, and was 
graciouſly inclined towards his family, 

* which ſhe knew Had ſuffered much from 
his attachment to the King ; and that ſhe 
was ſorry to find her mother, the Queen, 
leſs ſenſible to his x merit and efvices than 
"they deſerved. '" ee, HORROR” 


From ev exp reſſions, Mr. ON eile was 
led to believe, that were the Chancellor 


r , the vacant place for his dau gh 
ter, he would obtain it. 285 


74" 


1 


This be recommended to him to doi im | 


mediately, becauſe he was ſure ſo ſoon as 
the 


- 
* " 


* 
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the Queen ſhould hear. there was a place 
vacant (ſhe, was. then at Paris) ſhe would 


recommend ſome lady of her own choice; 
the more ſtrongly too, if there was an idea 


ol his daughter's being appointed; that as. 


CA 
— 


2 


diſpatch was hence ſo neceſſary, he adviſed 


lim to go directly to the King, to ek 


his intereſt "mth, his ſiſte r. 


5 The Chancellor's nth y to this I will give. 


you in my next, and will conclude with a. 


A. 


little anecdote, which wilb evince the opi- 


nion the Queen, had of the Chancellor's. 


dncerity; though, through the miſrepre- 
ſentation of ſome of her creatures, ſhe was 


prejadiced againſt him. n ** ey of 


Re you yay rely. 


. 


ler Me jeſty, about the time the Chan- 


_ cellor was going ambaſſador to Spain, was 


one day conyerſing with ſome. of her la- 
dies, who were moſt- in her confidenge, 
5 on 


r * 
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on a ſubject which excited great indigna- 
tion in her. She ſaid, there was a Lord 
of the council, whom ſhe would not name, 
chat always gave her the faireſt words, 
promiſing all ſhe required, and even per- 


ſuading her to afk what ſhe had never 


; thought of herſelf; who, yet, ſhe. well 


King, on her behalf, was the only man 
who diſuaded him from granting it. 


Some of the ladies were very anxious to 


him; upon which her Majeſty, with ſome 
qui replied, ſhe might be ſure of 
that, for ſo far was he from making her 


hought her a w—— he would tell her of © 
It, 


TY 


knew, when the ſame was propoſed to the | 


diſcover who was meant. The Queen 

would not tell; but one of them, bo 
was known to think very favorably of the 
Chancellor, ſaid, ſhe hoped it was not 


1 
# 


promiſes, giving her fair words, or flatter- 
Ing her, that ſhe did verily believe, if he 


- . 
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very | honorable teſtimon 3 


But though her Majeſty had been taught 

to believe the Chancellor: was not her friend, I 
yet ſhe always did him the juſtice to, ac- 
knowledge, ſhe knew it was his wiſh that 

the King” S conduct towards her ſhould be 
kind and reſpectful, and it was her deſire 
he ſhould be about his Majeſty, becauſe he 
was aſſured of his faithful attachment— 
knew that his counſels would always be 
dictated by virtue, and that he had more 
credit with the King than any other who 
Vas diſpoſed to act fairly and honeſtly... 


Adieu! my dear Lady Mordaunt, * . 
lieve me ever 


1 AﬀeRtionately your 1 


A. onανðν,Hz. 
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THE SAME TO THE — | 


May 26th; 1662. 


Is SHALL; without a prelude, my dear * 
Lady Mordaunt, proceed to recount the © 
Chancellor's reply to Mr. ONeile. | 


After thanking him for hover} len ak 
ly intereſt he took in his welfare, he told 
him he muſt decline his advice and ſer- 
vices on this occaſion; that he had bur 
one daughter, who was the only ſource ok 
conſolation to her mother in h 7 

choly retirement; he could fle thete- 
core, reſolve to rob her of this comfort, | 
Wand, indeed, had fo ill an opinion of a 2 5 
court life, as to wiſh to preſerve his daugh. | 
Wer from the danger attending it. *: 


9 
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Mr. O'Neile was much diſappointed by 
this reply, having conceived that the pro- 
poſal would be very grateful to the Chan- 
cellor; and then acknowledged that the 
ſubject had been mentioned to the Prin- 
ceſs by Lady Cheſterfield, and it was her 
deſire that the propoſal ſnould come from 
the King ; as ſhe ſhould, by that means, 
be ſheltered from the Queen's reproaches. 
That her Royal Highneſs had, from her 
own obſer vation, and the univerſal voice 
in her favor, entertained ſentiments ſo 
favorable of his daughter, as had long 
made her reſolve to place her near her 
perſon on the firſt vacancy. 


The Chancellor was much perplexed by 
this intelligence; but ſtill ſolicitous that 
Ann ſhould remain with her mother, con- 
jured Mr. O'Neile to take no further ſteps 
towards a promotionyſo contrary to his 
* wiſhes; and coneluded, that his making 


NO 


* 
* 
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no application, and the importunity of 
others who were folicitous for the honor, 
would put an end to the affair, in the way 
moſt acceptable to him. 


The King, having heard of this buſineſs 


from the Princeſs, and highly appfoving 
her intention, expected that the Chancel- 


lor would apply to him for his recommen- 


dation with ſome impatience. Finding 
him ſilent on the ſubject, he entered up- 


on it himſelf, aſking him why he did not 


ſolicit his intereſt ? upon which the Chan- 


cellor related all that had paſſed between 
him and O'Neile, and that, for many re- 


ſons he declined the honor propoſed; 
therefore he had not profited of his Majeſ- 
ty's favorable intention towards him. 


The King then told him, that his ſiſter 
was ſo pleaſed with his daughter, that ſhe 


was reſolved on having ; her in het ſervice; 


26 DUCHESS OP YORK. 


that ſhe had herſelf, for the cauſe already 
mentioned, of ſhielding her from - the ; 
Queen's reſentment, deſired him to make 
F it appear as his requeſt; that he knew not 
p how the Chancellor could, or why he 
ſhould omit ſuch an opportunity of pro- 
viding for his daughter, by an eſtabliſh- 
ment ſo honorable and advantageous, 


The Chancellor told him he could not 
diſpute the reaſons with him, but that he 
could not bring himſelf to bear the idea 
of depriving his wife of her daughter's 
company; nor could think it poſſible for 
her to be more advantageouſly diſpoſed - 
of than with ſuch a parent; that he 
would wait on the Princeſs to thank her 
for the honor intended him, and explain 
his reaſons for rejecting it. 


| Accordingly he went to her Royal 
F Highneſs, and having expreſſed his grate- 
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ful ſenſe of her favorable intentions, told 
her he conceived the honor was not ſuch 

as he could receive, nor the conjuncture 
propitious for her conferring. it; that his 
narrow circumſtances (which were known 
to her) would put it out of his power to 
make his daughter ſuch an allowance, as 
would enable her to live at court in a ſtile 
ſuited to her ſituation. 


The Princeſs would not permit him to 
enlarge on this ſubject, but very gene- 

rouſly told him ſhe knew how much his 
fortune was impaired, and her gratitude 
was excited by the occaſion; ſhe could 
never forget the obligations her family 
owet to his loyalty and fidelity ; that ſhe 
never could mean to put him to the ex- 
pence of maintaining his.daughter in her 
ſervice—ſhe always intended taking it on 
herſelf. To theſe ſhe added many other 
expreſſions of eſteem for him, and kind» 
neſs towards his daughter. 


-C2 | He, 
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He, prepared for this generolity, repli- 
ed, that ſince her goodneſs diſpoſed her to 
beſtow ſuch an honor, it became incum- 
bent on him, in duty and gratitude, to 
preclude any ill effects ariſing to her from 
her benevolent intention towards him :— 
that he had the misfortune, with all the 
innocence and integrity of will imaginable, 
to be more in the Queen her mother's diſ- 
favor, than any man who had the ho- 
nor to ſerve the crown ſo many years in 
ſuch truſt ; that all the application he could 
make, nor the king's own interpolition, 
could prevail with her majeſty to receive 
him into her gracious opinion; that there- 
fore, he was well aware that this kindneſs 
of her Royal Highneſs, to a family ſo ob- 
noxious, would create diſpleaſure in the 
breaſt of her mother towards her, and in- 
creaſe the weight of her ſevere indignati- 
on againſt him, which already ſo heavily 
oppreſſed. him ; be therefore reſolved to 
prevent 


7 2 
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prevent the mischief which would undoubt | 
edly ariſe to her highneſs, whom hecould 
not bear to think ſhould: ſuffer from her 
gracious condeſcenſion to his family. 


Jo this the Princeſs replied, with ſome 

- warmth, that ſhe had ever paid the duty to 
the Queen her mother, which was due to 
her, and would never give her a juſt cauſe 
of offence; but that ſhe: was miſtreſs of her 
own family, and was at liberty to chuſe 
what ſervants ſhe pleaſed ; ſhe conceived 
it would be a much greater offence againſt - 
her Majeſty, if ſhe ſhould refrain from a 
juſt and good action, to which ſhe was in- 
clined, from an apprehenſion of it Being 
diſpleaſing to the Queen. She ſaid, ſhe. 


knew ſome Il offices had been done him 
with her mother, which concerned her ex- ö 
tremely ; ſhe doubted not, however, but 
her Majeſty would, in due time, diſcern 
that ſhe had been deceived, and then 
C3 would 
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would approve the ſtep now taken. In 
the mean time, ſhe was reſolved to take 
his daughter, for whom ſhe would ſend as 

ſoon as ſhe returned into Holland. 


The Chancellor, not in any degree con- 
ver ted, but ſtruck by this candid and gra- 
cious diſcourſe of her Royal Highneſs, 
knew not what anſwer to make; he there · 
fore only told her, that he ſhould leave his 
daughter to be diſpoſed of by her mother, 
who he knew would be very unwilling to 


part with her; on which her Highneſs + 


told him, ſhe was ſure they ſhould agree 
upon the matter. Here their diſcourſe 
ended. 


The Chancellor, who knew the uncaſt- 
neſs it would give Lady Clarendon to loſe 
her daughter, wrote her immediately an 
account of all that had paſſed, and ſought 
to ſtrengthen her — not to ſepa- 
+ + rate 


* 
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rate from her ; but when the Princeſs, at 
her return into Holland, ſent to her and 
renewed her gracious offer, ſhe, upon con- 
ſultation with Doctor Morley (a particu- 
lar friend of the Chancellor, in whoſe re- 
gard and underſtanding they had the moſt 
implicit confidence, and who then reſided 
with the family) agreed that as the pro- 


poſal was ſo very advantageous to her 


child, ſhe ought not to reject it, She there · 
fore wrate het opinion to the Chancellor, 
and acquainted him that it had the con, 

currence of Doctor Morley. ; 


I have heard Lord Clarendon ſay, that 
it appeared to him, from all theſe circum- 
ſtances, that the hand of Providence di- 
rected the event. 


He would therefore no longer reſiſt, but ; 
referred the matter wholly to his wife; 
who, when ſhe had preſented her daugh- 


C4 ter 
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ter to the Princeſs, went to reſide with 
her huſband, a circumſtance productive of 
mutual happineſs, for there cannot exiſt a 


pair more tenderly attached than Lord 
and Lady Clarendon. 


It is not improbable that the motive of 
this re- union to a huſband fo long loſt, 
might have ſome influence in diſpoſing 
her to conſent to this eſtabliſhment of her 
_ daughter, as it would have precluded her 
accompanyment of him, had Ann remain- 
ed with her mother. 


Sincerely your's, 


A. OR MOND, 


LE T- 
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EET TE R VU. 
THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


| May 25th, 1662.. 


Miss Hyde had not been long ſet- 
tled in the family of the Princeſs, hen 
the Duke of York. came to pay a vilit ta. · 
his ſiſter, 


You will eaſily conceive, my dear Lady 
Mordaunt, that ſo lovely a woman at- 
tracted his: attention; he was charmed; 
by her. beauty, and ſought every oppor>- 
tunity of ſeeing her. 


This relatian of the courſe. of the Duke of York's: 
attachment to Miſs Hyde, is the only part of this 
work that owes its origin to imagination, and the fact 
on. which it is founded, is given on the beſt authority. 


CE, -_ - Fatal: | 
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Fatal to his repoſe was this indulgence ; 
| for, when on further acquaintance with 
her, he diſcovered that her mind was as 


lovely as her perſon ; that ſhe poſſeſſed all 


the graces, and all the virtues that ever 
adorned the female character, his heart 
was offered up as a tribute at the ſhrine of 
ſuch excellence. 


Every day, by diſcovering ſome new 
beauty in her character, rivetted his chains 
the more ſecurely; and his eſteem thus 
ſtrengthening what his admiration had firſt 
cauſed, an affection of that nature which 
neither time, abſence, or any other cir- 
» cumfſtance can conquer, fixed itſelf in his 

bolom. 


Conſcious of all the obſtacles that plac- 
ed themſelves between his wiſhes, and 
their accompliſhment, he ſtrove to con- 

quer a paſſion which promiſed only to be 
Fo a ſource 
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a ſource of uneaſineſs; but this reſolution 
was of ſhort duration—princes, my dear 
Lady Mordaunt, are not accuſtomed to 
oppoſe their wiſhes, or to have them op- 

poſed, he therefore changed his plan, and 
endeavoured to make an intereſt in the 
affection of his lovely miſtreſs, leaving t to 
chance the conſequences. 


He was, howeviers careful to conceal: 
the fituation of his heart from his fiſter—he. 
doubted her approbation, though the ob- 
ject of his affection was fo high in her favor; 
and dreaded his mother's reſentment, 
ſhould the become acquainted with his at- 
tachment to one who was ſo obnoxious to. 
her. 


Aware that the eyes of all were direct . 
ed to him, he took every poſliþle e 
on to prevent a diſcovery. 


None 


cCuuſe for ſome ſuſpicion, refrain fro 
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None but her who inſpired the ſenti- 
ment, had any ſuſpicion of it; and whe- 
ther the congenial feeling in her own bo- 
ſom gave her the idea, by making her 
more quick-ſighted, or whether his atten- 
.tion when opportunities occurred of their 
being unnoticed, marked his ſentiments, 
I cannot determine, but they were not 
unknown to her. 


Conſidering, however, the utter impro- 

bability of there being a happy iſſue to 
. ſuch an attachment, ſhe aſſiduouſly ſought 
to diſcourage any hope in her own mind, 
orany idea in his, that ſhe was appriſed of 
his preference — ſhe therefore avoided eve 
ry occaſion of being in his company. 


In ſpite however of all her reſolutions to. 
avoid him, he found means to obtain her 
_ ſociety, as ſhe could not, without giving 
m her 


uſuak 
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uſual attendance on the Princeſs, who was 
too much gratified by the idea that the 
Duke's continual attendance proceeded 
from attachment to herſelf, to ſeek any 
other cauſe of his being ſo conſtantly with 
her; as the more frequent the opportuni- 
ties he had of ſeeing Miſs Hyde, increaſed 


his admiration and eſteem for her the. 
More. ; | 


His affection became too ſtrong. for con» 
troul and concealment within his own 
breaſt ; he could not deny himſelt the re- 


lief of making his ſentiments known to 
her who inſpired them. 


He found an opportunity of doing this, 
acknowledging his attachment with that 
timidity and reſpect which a real affection 
inſpires, and which was due to ſuch a wo- 

man as Nils Hyde. 


You 
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You will eaſily imagine the eonfuſion 
this declaration gave her, for though ſhe 
had penetrated: his ſentiments, ſhe had 
not expected the avowal from him; and 
ſhe feared he might have been encouraged 
to make it from a diſcovery of her prepoſ- 
ſeſſion. 


Her embarraſſment, however, continu- 
ed not long; ſhe poſſeſſes a. clearneſs of 
judgment that teaches her immediately 
to diſcern what is right; and to know 
what is right, and to practiſe it are con - 
ſequent in her eyes. 


Though love, for a ſnort time hereafter, 
uſurped the place of reaſon in her mind, 
as in every other where he finds admiſſion, 
he had not yet obtained that empire; ſhe. 
therefore, when a feẽ moments reftored- 
her to herſelf, repreſented to him how im- 


proper ſuch a language was; reminded 


93 4 


% 
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him of the inſuperable objeQions there 


were to an union between them; and-affur- 
ed him, ſhe would never put it in his power. 
to addreſs ſuch a diſcourſe to her in . 

—She then left him. N 


Oppoſition, it is truly ſaid, is the bh 


of love the leſs hope there was, the more 


was his Royal Highneſs bent on the ac- 
compliſhment of his wiſhes; all the atten- 


tions affection employs, were ſhewn to ſof+- 
ten the heart of his lovely miſtreſs. 


Long was ſhe proof againſt them; for · 
tified by diſcretion, and that prudence: 
which had been. ſo early inftilled into her 
mind; but the regard in which her lover 
was held, the praiſes that were univerſally 
beſtowed on him, his reſpectful conduct 
towards her, the proofs of genuine affecti- 
on ſhe perpetually. received from him, all 

conſpired 
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conſpired to weaken her reſolutions, and 
increaſe her regard for her noble lover. 


The Duke perceived that her rigour was 
abated, and took all thoſe means love in- 
ſpires to improve her preſent ſentiments. 


\ * The diſplay of his ſufferings, which he 
© Painted to her in the moſt vivid colours, 
brought pity as an auxiliary to his cauſe, 


and he obtained at length an acknowledg- 
ment, that, were all obſtacles removed, 


ſhe would not reject his ſolicitation to be · 
come his. 


This was much to obtain, but not ſuffi- 
cient for a lover ſo ardent, and ſo little 
accuſtomed to oppoſition as the Duke. 


He urged her to receive his hand in the 
preſence of a few friends, whoſe ſecrecy he 


could depend on, till a favourable conjunc- 
| ture 
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ture empowered him to proclaim her as his. 
wife; that he ſhould glory in acknowledg=- 
ing a choice that would confer honor on 
the firſt potentate of: the earth; but cit- 


cumſtanced as they were then, it was im- 
poſſible to avow it without involving them 


in mutual ruin. 1 Ex 


The attention with which the lovely 
Ann heard the propoſal, encouraged the 
Duke to hope ſhe would concur in it; but 
| ſhe quickly undeceived him—ſhe ſaid, in 
acknowledging her preference for him, 
without the ſanction of her parents appro- 
bation to ſuch an avowal, ſhe had already 
gone farther than was juſtifiable in her 
opinion; ſhe had ſuffered her prudence 
to be ſubdued by her ſenſe of his merits, 
and obſervations of his uneaſineſs on her 
account; ſhe would give herſelf no far- 
ther cauſe of reproach; that in his preſent - 
ſituation, were ſhe to conſent, and a diſ- 

| covery 
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covety take plage, it would draw on him 
the reſentment of his whole family, and 
perhaps occaſion his utter ruin; to be the 
cauſe of ſuch misfortunes to him ſhe moſt 


- regarded, would make her the moft 


wretched of women ; from every conſi- 
* deration;” therefore, ſhe muſt reje& the 
propoſal :—if time wrought any change 
favorable to them, . ſhe would, with the 
approbation of her friends, teſtify her re- 
gard, by giving him her hand; but till 
then, he muſt ceaſe to importune her —he 
would find her reſolution was not to de 
ſhaken. 


The manner in which ſhe delivered 
theſe ſentiments, convinced the Duke 
more than the words themſelves, that ſhe 
was ſerious in her intention; he, notwiths 
ſtanding, hoped that love, and his ſolicita- 
tions, would overpower her refolution, but, 
firm to her purpoſe, ſhe avoided giving 
| | „ 
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him any opportunity of urging her on the 
ſubject, by contriving always to have 
ſomebody with her at thoſe times when 55 
ſhe might * to ſee him. 


* 


h Ar this period, he received a ſummons - 
to attend the Queen, his mother, at Paris. 
He could not difpenſe with a compliance, 

and therefore prepared to take leave of his 
lilter. | 


He, at 1 himſelf that the idea 
ol their approaching ſeparation would fof- 
ten Ann in his favor; but ſhe, feeling all 
her ſtrength would now be required, drew 
it even out of her weakneſs—the more her 
' ſorrow and tenderneſs increaſed, the more 
ſenſible ſhe became of the neceſſity of ex- 
8 herſelf; ſhe therefore called all her 


reſolution 


* — —— — , yo © 
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reſolution to her aid, and, by the efforts: 
of a ſtrength of mind, as.praiſe-worthy as. 
uncommon, obtained that victory, which. 
has ever been deemed moſt glorious—a: 
conqueſt over ourſelves. 


Love, it is ſaid, is often as ingenious ins 
creating groundleſs cauſes. for deſpair as 
for hope. The Duke, on this occaſion, 
was the victim of one of its caprices :—he- 
attributed that conduct, which was the ef- 
fect of affection, and a diſcretion. that 
claimed his applauſe, to indifference; not 


conſidering that genuine affection will ne- 
ver do aught that can injure its object, 


and that had ambition ſtimulated Ann, 
ſhe would not have rejected his propoſal; 
but vexed at an oppoſition ſo unexpected, 
and fo firm, he viewed every object in a 
wrong light, and mortified by the ſuggeſ- 


tions of a diſturbed imagination, he re- 
ſolved 


- 
* 
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rol ved to baniſh from his mind, a miſtreſs 
who appeared inſenſible to his ſufferings. 


His pride enabled him to purſue this re- 
ſolution ſo far, as to mark no particular 
concern on his ſeparation from Ann; nor 
did he ſeek any opportunity of ſpeaking 
to her in private before his departure. 


This was, perhaps, a favorable cir- 
cumftance for them, fince, had they ſe- 
parated with more tender ſentiments to- 
wards each other, that moment of ſoften- 
ed ſenſation might have betrayed them. 


But what a period was it, for Ann to 
have ſacrificed her wiſhes to prudence, and 
thereby to have alienated the object of her 
tendereſt affection, to be thus puniſhed 
for her adherence to a painful trial of rec- _ 
titude—to feel all the bitterneſs of ſorrow 
incident to theſe circumſtances, and the 

abſence 
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abſence of her lover, yet be obliged to 
wear an appearance of eaſe. What a tri- 
al! only ſuch a mind as is poſſeſſed by 
this incomparable woman could have ſup- 
ported it. 


At the moment, however, that ſhe was 
ſecretly lamenting the loſs of her lover's 
affection, he was more ſenſible than ever 
to-its power. 1 3 


How often, my dear Lady Mordaunt, 
does it happen thus to us; at the time we 
are deſpairing, from the dark appearance 
of every object in which our happineſs is 
intereſted, providence is diſpoſing events 
in a manner ſo favorable to us as to con- 


vert all our apparent misfortunes into real 
bleſſings.Ougght not this to inſpire us 
with an implicit confidence in the diſpen- 
ſations of the all-wiſe diſpoſer of events? 


An 
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An affection founded on real merit in its 
object, is rather ſtrengthened, than weak» 
ened by abſence . The Duke felt the 
truth of this the charms, the graces, ac» 
compliſkments, and virtues of his lovely 
miſtreſs, were ever preſent in his 
imagination —in vain did he try to baniſh 
her from his remembrance—her power 
over him increaſed daily. 


Unable to ſupport any longer the re- 
ſerve he had propoſed, he refolved to ad- 
dreſs her, and found ſome relief from the 
communication of his ſufferings: he de- 
ſcribed, in the moſt pathetic terms, the 
grief he had felt from the idea of not poſ- 
ſeſſing her regard - the conflict he had ſuſ- 
tained in endeavouring, from that ſuppo- 
ſition, to conquer his affection, and the 
miſery of being baniſhed from her ſight. 
He conjured her to evince ſome commilſe- 
ration for him-—he would no longer urge 
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her compliance with the ſubject of his for- 
mer propoſal; all he requeſted, was, an 


_ aſſurance that he ſtill poſſeſſed that ſhare of 


her regard ſhe once acknowledged : would 


| ſhe but condeſcend to give him this aſ- 


ſurance, he would reſt ſatisfied with her 
determination een their future con · 
duct. 


When he had written this letter, he 
ſought ſome perſon to whom he might con- 


ide in its delivery. He at length reſolved 


on employing Lord Berkeley, who was 
greatly in his favor. 


His Lordſhip readily undertook the of- 
fice, hoping thereby to have an opportu- 
nity of accompliſhing a plan he had much 


at heart. 


Lord Berkeley was one of the moſt vio- 
lent of the Chancellor's enemies; and ſup- 


poſing 
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poſing this attachment of the Duke to be 
of a very different nature from what it was, 
he pleaſed himſelf with the idea of promot- 
ing ea ſcheme that would bring diſhonor 
on one who was the object of his enmi- 
ty, 


He proceeded therefore with all poſſible 
ſpeed to the court of the Princeſs, and ſoon 
found an opportunity of delivering the 
letter to Miſs Hyde. | 


What a tranſition from grief to joy did 
it produce; to find a lover, whoſe loſs ſne 
had deeply, though ſecretly deplored, more 
tenderly devoted to her than ever to learn 
that he was diſpoſed to agree to the terms 
her rectitude impoſed, as a law on herſelf 
and him, filled her heart with the ſweeteſt 

TatisfaQtion ; ſome allay, however, it receiv- 
ed, from conſidering who was the meſſen- 


ger employed on this occaſion. 
Vor. I. D She 
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She had heard that Lord Bzrkeley was 
the enemy of her family, and therefore 
apprehended ſome treachery from him; 
ſhe feared he would betray the correſpon- 

dence to the Queen, which would ſeparate 
them for ever; or find ſome means of 
turning the affair to her diſadvantage; but, 
as her good ſenſe pointed out to her the 

impropriety of evincing any miſtruſt of 
him, ſhe wrote a ſhort anſwer to the Duke, 
and ſent it by him; reſolving, however, 
to find a means of conveyitgr her ſenti- 
ments on the ſubject to his Royal Highneſs, 
by ſome perſon whom ſhe could conhide | 
in with greater ſecurity. 


| To many, it ds have been a difficult 
| matter to find ſuch a perfon, ſince it was 
| greatly the intereſt of thoſe who ſhould be 
employed in ſuch an affair to betray it; 
| but Miſs Hyde had no ſuch difficulty to 
2pprehend—there were many ſo devoted 
to 


——— a eee 
1 
* 


DUCHESS OF YORK, 51 


to her, as to: ſacrifice their intereſt to the 
ſatisfaction of ſerving her; never were de- 
pendents more attached than her's. With- 
out deſcending from that dignity which 
commands reſpect, ſhe was ſo affable, and 
took ſuch pains to render a condition, hard 
enough in herſelf, comfortable to them, 
that there was not one who had ever been 
in her ſervice, but would have hazarded 
every thing to oblige her. 


Her own woman had been brought up 
in the Chancellor's family; Lady Claren- 
don had placed her with Miſs Hyde, when 
ſhe left her with the Princeſs. She was ſo 
much attached to her - miſtreſs; was ſo 
prudent, and poſſeſſed ſo much good ſenſe, 
that the fair Ann reſolved to diſcloſe her 
ſituation to her; ſhe was ſtrengthened in 
this reſolution, by conſidering, that ſne 
ſhould hereby have a witneſs of her conduct; 
on whoſe teſtimony her mother, from her 

D 2 long 
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lang experience of her firit integrity, 
could rely. — To her, therefore, Miſs 
Hyde, - on. this occaſion, had recourſe. | 


Harris, charmed with the idea of ſeeing 
her beloved miſtreſs placed in a ſtation fo - 

-exalted, and of which ſhe thought her ſo de- 
ſerving, was inclined to do every thing 
that was in her power to promote the 
.intereſts of the lovers. | 


As her birth was above the common 
line, and her underſtanding and rectitude 
had gained her the eſteem of Lady Clar - 
endon, ſhe had found great conſolation 
in her attachment during her troubles. 


Deprived of all ſociety, it was a com- 
fort to have one faithful dependent to 
whom ſhe could confide her griefs. | 


| This | 
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This confidence having opened all the 
hiſtory of the family to Harris, ſhe was 
apprized of the enmity of Lord Berkeley, 
and therefore agreed with her miſtreſs, in 
11 50 he was. not to be truſted. . 


It heppetied that ſhe lad: a near relation 
in the court of the Princeſs; whom ſhe had 
greatly ſeryed:- aſſured of his gratitude, 
and that ſhe might rely on him, ſhe pro- 

poſed him as the meſſenger between his 
Royal Highneſs and her miſtreſs, 


a 


Accordingly he was ſent for, and 5 lets : 
ter given him, with the inſtructions nece(- 
ſary for conducting a commiſſion: of ſubk- | 
conſequence, | 
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7 1% her: firſt letter to the Duke, ſhe only 
*- [told him, that circumſtances of a peculiar 
nature, prevented her replying ſo fully as 
he could wiſh ; that he ſhould hear from 
her again ſoon; in the mean time, ſhe re- 
queſted him not to write; and eonjured 
dim, as he valued her happineſs, not to 
make any body. acquainted with their at- 
tachment. 


This letter greatly perplexed the Duke; 
he reſolved however, to comply with the 
__ -gommands of his fair miſtreſs, not with- 

iRandinghis impatience to learn the cauſe 

of her condudt. | 2 


Hie did not wait long for this explanati- 
on; the faithful meſſenger delivered the 
- welcome pacquet, to his hands, 


— 
- 


From 
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' 
From i it, 9 learned that Ann was not in- 


' ſenſible to his ſufferings; ſhe lamented 
that fate had oppoſed affection, with ob- 
ſtacles ſo inſuperable as the claims of rec- 
*titude and duty—gave him the aſſurance 
be ſo ardently deſired, of his: Aill poſſeſſing 
the firſt place in her eſteem, and repeated 
her promiſe of being his, if they . ſhould 
ever be more favorably circumſtanced. 
than at preſent. e 


She then told him, that far * 2s the. 
wiſhed him to enquire into, ſhe earneſtly 
beſought him to ſend no more confidenti- 
al letters by Lord Berkeley, or to entruſt 
him with their attachment ; that the per- 
ſon who would deliver that letter to him, 
was one whom ſhe ecald rely upon; if, 
tkerefore, the Duke wiſhed to reply to-her 
letter, he might be ſure his anſwer. would 
be conveyed. ſafe to her; but as ſhe ob- 


ſerved, it might create ſuſpicion in Lord 
| 7 D 4 e 
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Berkeley, were he deprived all at once of 


this commiſſion, and lead him to obſerve 


- them more watchfully, ſhe was of opinion 
it would be adviſable to ſend one or two 
more letters by him, and then let drop 
ſome expreſſion as if he thought no more 
ol ber, and if even he ſpoke with negli- 


gence of her, ſhe thought it would tend 


10 prevent a ſuſpicion ſhe greatly feared. 


His Highneſs was much pleaſed with 


this letter; and though he ſaw not the 
" grounds for Miſs Hyde's apprehenſions 
reſpecting Lord Berkeley, had too much 
deference for her opinion, and was too 


anxious to pleaſe her, not to comply mi- 


: Ny with her requeſt. 


He afſy red her df this in his reply, and 


- expreſſed the ſatisfaction her condeſcenſi- 
on had given him, earneſtly entreating 


her to continue a correſpondence that was 
nne N 


* hi 
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his only ſource of comfort, and promiſing 
to be entirely guided by her inſtructions 

in every circumſtance :—to this was added, 

all that the tendereſt- affection could in-. 
ſpire. 


* 


hos | This letter was ſoon followed by ano- 
ther, ſent by Lord Berkeley, for the 
Duke had too much pleaſure in addrei- 
ſing her, not to employ the occaſion as - 
ſpeedily as poſſible; and though, in con- 
ſequence of their agreement, the contents 
of the letter bore no relation to the ſub-- 
ject his heart was full of, it yet it gave 


hun ſatisfaQtion ta write it. 


7 


{ts 
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This plan was as happy in its effects, as 
fudicious in its arrangement; Lord Berke- 
N —_ PRE r by nee”: 


He LON the idea that the Duke "ID 
an affair of gallantry with the CA / 
| SES: © of... 
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of the man he hated, which would be a 
ſource of ſuch grief and diſbonor. to him; 
and reſolved, at a favorable period, to 
blazon forth the circumſtances with all the 
additions malice could beſtow. 


He fav, ere long, with pleaſure, the 

Duke's apparent change towards her, of 
whom he had ſpoken with ſuch rapture; 
and his total ſilence at length on the ſub- 
ject, perſuaded him that the lovely Ann 
was no longer miſtreſs of his heart. 


For ſome time the Duke remained ſatisfi- 
ed with a correſpondence punctually ob- 
ſerved between him and Miſs Hyde ; but, 
as the diſplay of her underſtanding, her 

wit, and the various charms of her ſweet 

mind continually augmented his paſſion, 

-. he began at length to evince the ſtrongeſt 
mpatience to ſee her again. 


She 
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| She ſtrenuouſly oppoſed this, but the elo- 
quence of love overpowered her objecti- 


Ons. 


He made a ſpecious {pretext for return- 
ing to the court of Orange, and again was 
bleſſed by beholding his lovely miſtreſs, 


admiration and eſteem ; the praiſe of Ana. 
was heard from every tongue. She ſeem- 
ed ſo unconſcious, of her.own ſuperior me- 
rit, ſo ready to acknowledge it in others, 
ſo ſolicitous to do all that was in her power 


to oblige and ſerve, that even envy and 


jealouſy were conquered by her ſweetneſs. 


| How difficult a matter was it for the 


Duke, who felt her worth ſo much more 


than any body elſe, to refrain from expreſ- 
ſing his ſentiments, and to uſe the lan- 


PI 


guage of indifference, while his heart glow- 


ed 
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ed with the enthuſiaſm of affection ſo 
ſtrong and well-founded ! 


For ſome time, however, prudence ob- 
tained the victory, and he gave no cauſe 
for ſuſpecting his ſentiments ; but a cir- 
cumſtance happened, that overpowered 
all his reſolution, and betrayed his ſecret 
to many, whom he could have wiſhed. to 
conceal it from. 


Fi A YOUN G nobleman, greatly eſteemed 


by the Princeſs Royal, conceived a paſſion 


for Miſs Hyde; as he was unexceptionable 
in every reſpect, her Royal Highneſs was 
delighted: with the idea of her favourite's 
having an eſtabliſhment fo advantageous, 


and promiſed the young Lord her intereſt; 
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As a cireumſtance of this nature is ſoon 
circulated at court, it came to the know- 
ledge of the Duke, who was in deſpair at 


the intelligence. —Jealouſy, apprehenſion, 
doubt, and a.thouſand miſerable ſenſati-- 


ons poſſeſſed, his mind. 


He ſought an opportunity of ſpeaking 
to ' Miſs Hyde, or to Harris, whom he 
believed faithful to his intereſt, but in vain, 
for neither of them, as fortune would have 
it, were in the way, 


He then proceeded to the Princeſs, in 
hopes to learn ſomething on the ſubje& 
from her.—Occupied with the idea, the 


communicated the matter to him, little 


thinking ſhe was wounding him to the 
ſoul, while ſhe laviſhed commendations on 
his rival—dwelt on the advantages ſuch an 
union would producy to Miſs Hyde, and 


ex Pr 


<> 
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expreſſed ther ardent. ite for its accom- 
ä 7 | 


Finding however, the Duke ade no 
reply to her obſervations, ſhe proceeded 
to enquire his opinion; but, ſtruck by the 
expreſſion of amazement and concern in 

his countenance, ſhe looked at him for 
ſome time in ſilent aſtoniſhment. 


— HisRoyal Highneſs at length perceived 
it, and aware of the imminent danger he 
was in of a diſcovery, rouſed all his reſo- 
lution, and pleading abſence of mind, 

aſked, in a careleſs way, if ſhe thought 

- Miſs Hyde was diſpoſed to give a favoura- 

ble ear to the addreſſes of this lover. 


. | Her Royal Highneſs, ſaid, ſhe had juſt 
been ſpeaking to her on the ſubject; that 
[ſhe was, at firſt, furpriſed and confuſed at 
the communication, but from her ſubſe- 

) quent 


8 , 
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quent conduct, ſhe thought wd bur, had 
no cauſe for deſpa iir. 


Anme ad . at ” intelli- ; 
gence, the Duke found it impoſſible to 


ſuppreſs his feelings any longer; pretend- 


ing, therefore, to be taken ill, he quitted 


the princeſs, and went to his own:apart- 
meat, to !give free ſcope to the powerful 
emotions of his heart, 


He immediately fat down to write to 


his miſtreſs, and viewing every object 
through the medium of that jealouſy which 


- wholly poſſeſſed him, reproached her for 


her conduct —accuſed her of eruelly de- 


ceiving him with falfe hopes, and ended, by 8 
relating the converſation he had uſt held 


with the Princeſs. 


Ang, 1 the 5 of his loye and e 


affliction from the whole tenor of his letter, 


would 
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would not aggravate his ſufferings, by 
reſenting his ſuſpicions; ſhe ſought rather 
to alleviate them, by convincing him gently 


ol his error. 


| She therefore informed him, that the 
ſuggeſtions of prudence, when the firſt. 
ſurprize at the Princeſs's intelligence was 
over, had influenced her not to mark her 
ſtrong averſion to the propoſal; for as it 
was not ſuppoſed ſhe could have any rea- 
ſonable objection to it, her immediately 
oppoſing it with earneſtneſs, might create - 
ſuſpicion-; this was her motive; ſhe ſhould | 
- excuſe the preſent doubts of her fidelity 
and integrity, that his Royal Highneſs had 
expreſſed, in conſideration of the plan ſhe 
perceived he ſuffered from them; but ſhe - 
hoped he would notin future evince a want - 
of confidence fo injurious to her. That 
he might reſt aſſured ſhe never would de- 


Cieive * it was neceſſary they ſhould | 
4 take 


4 


their plan in a clearer manner than could 


* 
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take their meaſures prudently ;—would he 
be guided by her, and truſt her implicitly, 
ſhe doubted not, unfavourable as circum- 
ſtances appeared, to avoid the preſent 
blow that threatened them, without a diſ- 
covery of their ſentiments. 


The Duke, relieved by this letter, aſſur- 
ed her he would not only rely implicitly 


on her; but be guided entirely by her ad- 


vice; making every conceſſien that was 
due, for his unteaſonable ſuſpicion, and 
acknowledging how little he BO her 


gentle forbearance. 


He begged, however, ſhe would grant 


him half an hour's audience, in the pre- 
' ſence of Harris, that they might enter 


more fully on the ſubject, and arrange 


be done by letter. 


To 
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To this Ron, with ſome: reluctance, 
conſented. 


When they met, he repeated his regret 
for having intimated any doubt, and aſſur- 
ed her he was reſolved to abide entirely 
by her directſons. 


She then told him ſhe thought it would 
be better that ſhe ſhould not, at firſt, ex · 
preſs her great repugnance to the propoſed 
match — that ſome reaſonable cauſe, ſhe 
: hoped would occur; and that if it did not, 
any objection ſhe might hereafter make 

.would not be ſo liable to ſuſpicion, as 
mold ſhe'how, without any apparent rea- 
ſion, ſet herſelf to oppoſe it violently: 

that, as in conſequence of this plan, in 
-which:ſhe flattered herſelf he wou Id acqui- 
leſce, it would be neeeffary for her to ſome- 
times give ear to the converſation of her 
new lover, the hoped the Duke would re- 
ſtrain 
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ſtrain his jealouſy, that her ſcheme * 
not be 9 


His Royal Hizhneſs having ſo lately 
promiſed ſubmiſſion, . could nut oppoſe his 
miſtreſs's propoſal, but it was evident to 
her that he approved not this plan; and he 
ventured to hint, that this coincidence 


with his former-requeſt, would be the beſt 


means of precluding all doubts and jea 
louiy, and ſecuring their happineſs, 


Obſerving, wikis, that this hint was 


not - favorably received, he did not urge it 


further; but repeated his reſolution to 
conquer his jealous apprehenſians, 1and 
allow her to entertain his rival benz 
ing way to any . 
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Yo U, my dear Lady; Mordaunt, are 
too well acquainted with human nature, to 
wonder that a lover ſhould not long pre- 
ſerve a reſolution of this nature: in fine, 
a week had not paſſed ere the Duke's gave. 
* — 


One erening that the Princeſs was with 
a few of her attendants in- her apartments, 
_ Miſs Hyde was ſtanding near a window; 
her new lover was in converſation with 
her; he had taken her hand, and ſhe ſmil- 
ed on him at the moment the Duke: en- 
. tered. 


His eyes were immediately directed to- 
wards Ann; — rage and JAY ſpark». 


led in them. She bluſhed, 


Imputing this to conſcious guilt, his 
feelings became too violent for ſuppreſſion; 
he ſtruck his hand on his forehead, exclaim- 
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Ing, in a voice ſcarcely articulate, Gra- 
cious Heaven, I am then deceived !” and 

darting a look of the keeneſt reſentment at 
Ann, quitted the room. 


Vniverſal aſtoni ment took place, and 
every eye was turned towards Miſs Hyde, 
who, overwhelmed with the various ſenſa- 
tions that filled her boſom, could ſcarcely - 
breathe the bluſh, which had recently 
ſuffuſed her countenance, yielded to a : 
death-like-paleneſs, and but for hen F 


port of the place againſt which ſhe reſted, 
ſhe muſt have ſunk. 


Silence, for a conſiderable time, prevail» 
ed; it was at length interrupted by the = 
Princes, who, had regarded Ann, during | 
the above period, with a look of mingled: 
aſtoniſhment, curioſity and diſturbance. '_ 1 


Hey. ' Þ 
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Her Royal Highneſs, now turning to a 
lady near her, ſaid; ſne apprehended her 
brother was taken ill ſhe would go herfelf 
to enquire, but ſhould not require any at- 
tendance. She then aroſe and quitted the 


apartment. 


Ann, cruelly agitated by the painful 
emotions of her mind, gladly embraced 
the earlieſt opportunity of retiring, to give 
free ſcope to her feelings, and conſult 
with her faithful Harris what ſteps to take 
in the preſent important and unhappy con- 
5 juncture. 


| Aer to ſatisfy the doubts that 
now aroſe in her mind, the Princeſs im- 
mediately proceeded to the apartments of 
her brother, reſolving to penetrate into his 
feelings before the moment of recollection 


1 arrive to dictate their ſuppreſſion. 
The 
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The Duke had, however, fortunately *: 
given orders, that if he was enquired for, 
his attendants ſhould ſay, he. was much: in- 
diſpoſed and retired to reſt. 


— 


Her Royal Highneſs therefore could = 


not ſee him; but willing to be ſatisfied 


whether his illneſs was-real or pretended, 
ſhe, next morning, ſent. * own a phyſics: 5 
an to him. TY 2 | 


4. 


She recolleted now many Little cih 
flances, which had before paſſed off with- 
out attention, that led her to think the 
Duke entertained ' a paſſion for Miſs 
Hyde. | | 


She called to mind his ſurprize, agita- 
tions, and abrupt departure, when ſhe _ 
mentioned the new lover of Ann, and her 
hopes for his ſucceſs, every circumſtance 
that. occurred, now confirmed her more 

TE ſtrongly, 
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ſtrongly in her opinion, and ſhe reſolved 
carefully to obſerve his conduct and Miſs 
Hyde's, and to try to diſcover, through the 
medium of ſome of thoſe who were moſt 


in his confidence, whether any correſpon- 


dence was carried on betwen them. 


In the mean time, the lovers were a 


NS. prey to the moſt cruel uneaſineſs. The 


heart of the Duke was pierced: by the 


| ſharp dart of jealouſy, while Ann's appre- 


henſion of the conſequence of his raſnneſs, 
and concern for his ſuſpicion, occaſioned 
her the moſt painful diſquietude. 


She was however, too wiſe to give herſelf 
up wholly to a fruitleſs grief, when it was 
ſo neceſſary to adopt ſome plan to coun- 
teract the effect of the miſchief. 


Many ſchemes ſuggeſted themſelves to 


her, but they could not be effected with- 
| 25 but 
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out the concurrence of the Duke; and as 5 : 
her pride would not allow her to apply 
to him, the rejected them; all ſhe could 
determine for the preſent was, to appear 
as little concerned as poſſible, and to guard 
her feelings ſo watchfully .as to preclude 
their betraying her, ſhould any event hap- 
pen that would be likely to * them 
to a trial. 


It was ſome time before the Duke's jea- 
| louſy and anger would allow his rea ſon 
any room for exerciſes: thoſe violent emo- 
tions engroſſing his whole ſoul ; but when 
he became a little cooler, he began to ap- 
prehend he might be wrong, and to con- 
ſider the conſequences if he ſhould : they 
were greatly to be dreaded, but as no miſ- 
fortune could be ſo inſupportable to him 
as not poſſeſſing the affections of the lovely 
object of his regard, he ſuffered hope 
by degrees to take the place of deſpair 

Vor. I. E "4 in 
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in his mind, and to perſuade him he had 
beep t too haſty | in his cond uct. 


It is ſo natural to encourage the belief 
of what we wiſh, that it is not ſurprizing 


the Duke ſhould, on this occaſion, indulge 
the idea that now arofe in his mind, of the 
Poſſibility of his being miſtaken, 


But the ſmiles of Ann, her hand being 

in that of her lover's, would preſent them- 

ſelves, and thus the conflict of paſſion con- 
tinued to torment him without reſpite. 


Reſolved, at length, to put an end to 
that inſupportable ſtate, he next morning 
wrote to Ann. The letter was a ſtrong 
evidence of rhe ſituation of his mind; he, 
in one part, reproached her perfidy ; in 
another” required ,an explanation of the 
- ſcene he had witneſſed, deſired her at one 


moment to be ere, at another com- 


Ba plained 


„ 2 


plained of her want of ſincerity z; he paint- 


KK. SO. „ © 
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ed the anguiſh of his ſufferings, then talk 
ed of calmly yielding her to his rival, if 
ſhe preferred him, and ended a letter 
of many ſheets, by requiring at length an 


- Bvowal of her genuine ſentiments, as they 


were, he ſaid, to be the rule of his future 


conduct; that he was very ill, and ſnould 
make that a reaſon for not receiving any 


body, till her anſwer determined "0 * 
plan to purſue. ; 


He diſpatched this by a bank e 
Ser to Mrs. 3 who gave it * _ 
treſs. | | N 


Ann was we Ss 3 ks. & 


receive ſenſible pleaſure from this teftimo- 
ny of her lover's affections; and diſtreſſed 
as ſhe was at the idea of the painful conſe- 
quences of his raſhneſs, could not but ſmile 


at the inconſiſtency ſo W marked | 
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in the letter; but. ſhe had obſerved human 
nature too accurately, to fail of knowing 
that inconſiſtency was one of its principal 
characteriſtics, and could not therefore be 
ſurpriſed, that it ſhould be called forth by 
the means of one of our ſtrongeſt paſſions. 


Beſides the ſatisfaction ſhe derived from 
ſeeing herſelf the object of an affection fo 
fervent, ſhe was glad to be empowered, 
through the medium of this intercourſe, 


to concert ſome plan with her lover, to 


counteract the evil they had occaſion to 
dread. But it was a delicate point how 
to reply to his letter. It was neceſſary to 


ſupport her dignity, which had been 


wounded by his conduct, and yet the na- 
ture of their ſituation claimed the immedi- 


ate adoption of ſome plan; ſhould ſhe 


preſcribe any rule of conduct, would imply 
a reconciliation too eaſy to ſatisfy him. 


After 
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After much deliberation, ſhe concluded 
it was beſt to ſend Harris, who would ex- 
plain matters fully, and propoſe a-plan a” 
her own formation. - Ann knew ſhe could 
truſt to her; that ſhe would repreſent her 
as having a proper ſenſe of the indignity 
offered her, and not give the Duke room 
to ſuppoſe ſhe was diſpoſed to wave any 
of the claims which conſcious propriety of 
conduct gives. A fe lines informed him, 
that Harris would attend him in diſguiſe, 
at the cloſe of the evening, and convey ® 
her miſtreſs's ſentiments on the ſubje& ad 5 
is Royal Highneſs's letter. I | 


. 
= 
3 


The Duke knew not wat to acquire 
from this, whether it portended good or | 
evil to him; he waited therefore impati®» | 
ently for evening; and received Harris | | 
with a joy that would have led any one 
preſent to believe ſhe herfelf was the obs 
jet os his affections. She ptoceeded to 


E 3 | tell 
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tell him that her miſtreſs, in vindication of 
her own ſincerity, had thought proper to 
explain to his Royal Highneſs the circum- 
ſtance which had given occaſion to his in- 
* ee and . e 


The object of his jealouſy had been re · 


* lating an adventure to her that had recent- 


ly happened, and which his Highneſs had 
probably heard of, as it was much the ſub- 
ect of converſation, That in deſcribing 


ti igiculous ſcene, he had, in imitation of 
4 


the perſon, taken her hand,. and the ab- 
ſurdity of the ſpeech that accompanied 
this action, had occaſioned a ſmile from her. 
If his Royal Highneſs had heard the affair, 
he would know. the circumſiances that 
. were alluded to by her, whieh would prove 
how / naturally the incident took riſe, 
which: had exaſperated him ſo much ; that 
he muſt regard this juflification, however, 
8 ariſing from a conſideration of what 
Was 
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was due to herſelf, not to him. For as 
ſhe had candidly avowed her preference 
to himſelf,, and prepared him by ſbewing; 
the neceſſity. of it, for her apparent atten» 
tion to his rival, it was ſuch an-offence to- 
her, his giving ſo flagrant a proof of his ill 
opinion, as ſhe could not excuſe. 


The adventure alluded to, occurred 
immediately to the Duke; he recollected, 
that the circumſtances of it would account 
for the action of his rival, and felt the 


deepeſt confuſion. and concern. at the ef- 
fect of his A | 


He beſought Harris's interceticw with, 
her lovely miſtreſs for forgiveneſs; which 
ſhe, pitying his concern, promiſed; She 
then enquired if the Princeſs had not been; 
to viſit him the preceding evening, inti- 
mating her apprehenſions that his conduct 
had excited ſuſpicions of his attachment 


E 4 n 
* 
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in her mind; and how requiſite it would 
be, ſhould this really be the caſe, to de- 
viſe ſome plan to prevent the conſequence 
ſo unfavorable to his wiſhes. 


The Duke, who till now had ſcarcely 
thought of any part of the event, but that 
which excited his jealouſy, now recollect- 
ed the dangers it had created ; and con- 
" ſhilted with Harris, in caſe he ſhould be 
ſo happy to obtain her miſtreſs's pardon, 
what plan they ſhould adopt to extricate 
them from the ſnare that would be ſpread 
on every ſide. 


Ile ſaid the Princeſs had been at his door, 
but he had prevented her entrance, by ſay- 
ing he was relied to reſt, indiſpoſed ; 
that he had ſeen her phyſician in the morn- 
ing, who had found him, in fact, in a ſtate | 
that would corroborate his plea of illneſs ; 
therefore he hoped he ſhould be able ſtill 
5 4:8" - 


* 
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to deſtroy the ſuſpicion that was awak⸗ 
ek 


| His Royal Highneſs then enquired of. 
Harris, if ſhe knew. what had paſſed after 
his departure the preceding day? 


She related all. that had been communi- 
cated to her by her miſtreſs on the lubjech 


Senſible how. difficult it would be to 
elude a penetration ſo acute as that of the 
Princeſs Royal, and how neceſſary to take 
meaſures immediately, he was plunged in- 
to the. moſt perplexing reverie. A plan, at 
length, ſuggeſted. itſelf aa a preſent. re- 
ſource, which Was ſtill to confine, himſelf. 
under the pretence of indiſpolition, as by, 
this means he ſhould avoid the obſervati- 
ons of his ſiſter, and gain time, in caſe a. 
reconciliation took place between him and. 
the fair Ann. | 


1 7 Is 
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Jo farm ſuch a plan as their circum- 
ſtances required, he then conjured Har- 
ris, with an earneſtneſs that evinced how 
entirely his happineſs depended on it, to 
intercede for his pardon ; to tell her miſ- 
treſs he was ſo conſcious of the little claim 
he had to her indulgence, that he would 
not preſume to addreſs her himſelf, but if 
ſhe would, in pity to his ſevere ſufferings, 
condeſcend once more to receive him into 
favor, his whole life ſhould be devoted to 
evince his gratitude; that he ſhould not 
know one moment's comfort till he heard 
again from her, ſince her reſentment of 
his conduct was aggravated in its painful 
effect on him, by the conſideration of his. 
having deſerved it, and of the dangerous. 
confequences it had produced. He im- 
plored her to let Harris come again the 
following day. Harris promiſed her inte- 
reſt with his miſtreſs, and proceeded to ac- 
qquint her with all that had paſſed. 


Love 
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Love and anger are too uncongenial 
to dwell long together. The fair Ann 
was eaſily inclined to admit the apology 
of her lover, and to comply with the reſt; . * 
but ſhe did it in a manner that proved 
ſhe knew what was due to her own cha- 
_ 


The Duke believed he -owed much to 


the interceſſion of Harris, as was indeed "I 


the caſe, for her lively repreſentation of * 
the grief and repentance of the Duke, con- 


tributed greatly to diſpoſe Ann to —_ | 
him with leſs ſeverity. | 


In the ſucceeding interview with Harris, 
he wasencouraged to hope he might again 
be reinſtated in his miſtreſs's favor: he 
therefore; adviſed with her what ſteps he 


might take to ſecute them from ſuſpicion. | 
in future... 


She 
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Ste told him ſhe thought, from a hint 
Miſs Hyde dropt, ſhe would propoſe his 
quitting the court, at leaſt for ſome time. 
This, he ſaid, he could not do; abſence 
would be ſo inſupportable that he could 
not endure life on the condition. There 
was, indeed, one conſideration which 
would influence him to conſent, that of his 
miſtreſs's agreeing to an uniom with him 
previous to his departure; that then, ſe- 
eure of her not being torn from him, he 
could leave her till time ſhould, by pro- 
ducing ſome favorable change, empow- 
er him to acknowledge his union. 


He was charmed to find mY Harris: 
ſeemed to give a favorable ear to this pro- 
pe. He urged her to employ her 
eſt with her miſtreſs, to induce hex 


P - comply with his wiſhes on the ſubs. 


— get. 


— 
—— ww. 3 


DUCHESS OF YORK, 83 


She promiſed him all the aſſiſtance in 
her power, and left him more compoſed in 
his feelings than he had been for ſome 
time. 8 


Harris had liſtened with approbation tas 
the Duke's ſcheme, becauſe, in the pre- 
(ent ſituation. of affairs, ſhe thought it the 
only means of ſecuring her miſtreſs's hap+ 
pine ſs, and removing her from a ſituation 
{o precarious as that in. which ſhe then was. 


In the preſent conjunCture various cit- 
cumſtances might ariſe from abroad or, at 
home, to involve her. beloved miſtreſs in 
diſtreſs; from which, as the wife of the 
Duke of York, ſhe would be exempt ; and 
therefore, though ſhe deeply. lamented. 
that the ſtep ſhould be taken: without the 
concurrence of the Chancellor, and: Lady 
| Clarendon, ſhe thought the circumſtances- 
attending it would be an extenuation of 


: the: 
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the offence, and hence reſolved to employ 
her influence to diſpoſe Ann to conſent te 
the Duke's propoſal. 


While this was in agitation: on the part 
6f the lovers, the Princeſs was in a ſtate of 
the tnoſt anxious ſuſpence. Her Phyſici- 

an having in reality found, on viſiting the 

Duke, that he had a great deal of feveriſh- 
heat upon him, which had been produced 
by the anxtety. of his mind, and a reſtleſs 
night; ſhe knew not what to think, but, 
in purſuance of her determination, reſolved 
to found his friends, till his recovery ſhould | 
enable her, by ſtrictly watching his con- 
duct, to form a deciſive judgment herſelf. 


She therefore ſent to Sir Charles Berkeley, 
ho was Captain of his Guards, and ne- 
phew to the abovementioned Lord Berke- 
ley, then abroad: - ſhe knew. him to, be in 

great favor with the Duke; for being a 
9 pPleaſant 


ewe... 
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pleaſant lively man, and wearing a ſpeci- 
ous appearance in the preſence of his High- 
neſs, lie had deceived him as to his real cha- 
racter, which was very indifferent, he be- 
ing regarded by all per ſons of diſcernment: 
and virtue, as a diſſolute and unprincipled 

young man. Sir Charles was the beſt tool 
the Princeſs could have employed on this 
occaſion, as he was no leſs an enemy to the 
Hyde family than his uncle, and would 
therefore make uſe of every means to pre- 

vent an union which would ſo greatly ex 
alt them. a 
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To thoſe who have not ſtudied mankind, 
it will appear ſtrange, perhaps, that the 
Princeſs, who was a woman of ſuperior 
underſtanding, of an amiable character, 
and who had evinced ſo much regard for 
Miſs Hyde, as to give her the firſt place in 


her favor, ſhould ſhew ſuch alarm at the 


idea of her brother's attachment, to one 
whom. ſhe conſidered. fo deſerving her 


- eſteern, an that- ſhe ſhould have recourſe 


to ſuch means to circumvent it. 


But thoſe who have read the- humans 
heart with attention, will trace the ſources, 
of the contradictions in our character and 


condud, to the paſſions which we allow to 


rule us. We can, while unintereſted our- 
ſelves, in any particular event, judge of its 
propriety, and think we ſhould act up to 

what 
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- what it dictates; but when a ſtrong im- 
pulſe biaſſes our mind, we conſult only 
our inclination, and thus are betrayed into 
thoſe i>conſiſtencies which bring the ſtrong- 
eſt underſtanding to a level with the weak- 
eſt, and make the moſt amiable characters 
ſometimes appear to act unworthily. 


The Princeſs had the higheſt opinion of 
Miſs Hyde—knew ſhe poſſeſſed every 
quality of head and heart that was calcu- 
lated to promote the happineſs of her bro- 
ther; but her ambition repreſented that 
ſuch an alliance would be a degradation, 
whereas her family might be aggrandized 
by the Duke's marriage; ſhe therefore 
liſtened only to the ſuggeſtions of her pride, 
and regardleſs of her brother's happinels, 
ſince it oppoſed her wiſhes, reſolved to 
employ every effort to counteract his i inten- 
tions, ſhould they prove to be what ſhe 
feared. I 


To 


90 DUCHESS OP YORK, 


Too much intereſted in carrying this: 
favorite point, to attend properly to the 
means, ſhe had recourſe to the aſſiſtance 
of a man whom ſhe omg not very fa- 
— of. 


When Sir Charles attended the Princeſs, 
ſhe, after ſome general converſation, queſ- 
tioned him. reſpecting his. ſentiments of 


the circumſtance that had happened a few. 


evenings before, and whether he knew of 
any attachment the Duke had, without 


giving him to underſtand what her owns 


opinion was, 


He, however, knew her prevailing paſ- 
ſion too well not to be ſatisfied of its ten- 


dency ; and glad to ingratiate himſelf with 


her, proceeded to inform her what was the 
fruit of his obſervation. 


He 
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He ſaid, though he had ſome reaſon too 4 
think the Duke entertained a paſſion for = 
Miſs Hyde, that he was ſatisfied it was not 
of a nature to give her Royal Highneſs | 
any ſolid ground of uneaſineſs; what 
tended moſt, of many other obſervations 
| he had made, to convince him the Duke 
had no ſerious intention towards her, were 
that he was ſo far from cultivating the 
friendſhip of her father, which it would be 
natural for him to do, had he thoughts of 
an alliance with his family ; that, he, on 
the contrary, ſnhewed him every mark of | 
disfavor; and beſides, he (Sir Charles? ] 
was ſure, that had the Duke entertained 
any ſuch intention, he would not have 
concealed it from him, as he was fo bap= 
py as to be more in his Royal Highneſs's 
contidenge than any other n 


- L 
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The Princeſs was too much pleaſed to 
conceal her * but at the ſame 
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time ſhe very ſtrongly reprobated the idea 
of the Duke's forming any-defign to win 
the affections, or injure either the fame or 
happineſs of any body. under her protec- 
tion, adding, ſhe ſhould take care to pre- 


vent his having any opportunity of prac- 


tiſing ſuch a plan in regard to Miſs Hyde: 
ſhe then told. Sir Charles it would oblige 
her, if he would ohſerve her brother's con- 
duct on this ſubject, and inform her of the 
reſult; ſhe intteated him alſo to conceal 
from the Duke the converſation: that had 
paſſed between them. 


As it was in her power to do him eſſen- 
tial ſervice, ſhe thought this motive woulck 
influence him to be faithful to her. g 


le made all the proteſtations ſhe could: | 
deſire, of his ſervices and ſecreſy, and took 
his leave. 


As 
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As promiſes, however ſacred, are no 
ties to unprincipled people, particularly 
when they think it is more their intereſt to 
break, than to obſerve them—he reſolved 
immediately to communicate all that had 
paſſed to the Duke. 


By a few lines, he informed his Royal 
Highneſs of his having ſomething of mo- 


ment to impart. He was therefore admit- 


ted, and related, in his own manner, all 
that had been ſaid by the Princeſs. 


The Duke could not conceal his ſurpriſe 
and embarraſſment at this communication; 


he would have been glad to reveal all his 


thoughts, perplexities, and intentions to 
his favorite, but recollecting the ſtrong 
injunctions of Ann to the contrary, refrain- 


ed from it; he, therefore, deſired Sir Char- 


les would aſſure her Royal Highneſs there 


was nothing to apprehend from him, on 
account 
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account of Miſs Hyde, and as a female 
confeſſor was'an unuſual thing, he ſhould 


certainly not acknowledge the at of 
his gallantry to her, 


He ſaid it was very irkſome to him, to 
be made perpetually the ſubject of obſer- 
vation and curioſity, and begged Sir Char- 
les to do all in his power to put a ſtop to 
the preſent courſe of it; adding, that as a 
| lady's fame was in queſtion, he was parti- 
cularly ſolicitous the matter ſhould be put 
a ſtop to. 


Sir Charles had obſerved the Duke's em- 
barraſſment, and was convinced there were 
good grounds for the ſuſpicions of his at- 
tachment to Miſs Hyde, but he conceived 
it was a mere affair of gallantry, which 
his Royal Highneſs was ſo anxious to keep 
from his ſiſter ; becauſe ſhe would have 


been incenſed at his chuſing one of her at- 
tendants, 
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_ endants, and ſo great a favorite for its ob- 
ject; and, at the ſame time, was zealous 


for the preſervation of Lo lady's * 
tion. 


Affecting, however, to be perfectly ſa- 
tisfied with the Duke's aſſertion, he pro- 
miſed to diſſipate the Princeſs's apprehen- 
ſions, and to draw the attention of the 


court to ſome other object; which laſt, ne 


conceived no difficult matter, as the gene- 
rality of its attendants were ever in ſearch 
of novelty to amuſe them, and counteract 
the effect of that languor incident to a life 
ol indolence. 


To this end he went to the Pinsel, 
who played the ſame part with him that 
he had acte d towards the Duke, pretend- 


ing to give credit to what, berger, ſhe 
was not convinced of, | 


— 
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This Sir Charles perceived, and told her 
a ſcheme had occurred to him, which he 
Was ſure would bring the matter to light; 
and if there were any juſt grounds to fear 
a ſerious attachment, - would inevitably 
preclude its having an iſſue that would 
prove diſgraceful to the Royal Family ;— 
he ſaid he had not yet perfectly digeſted 
the plan, therefore would beg her excuſe 
for not communicating it at preſent. 


The Princeſs, who knew his head was to 
be depended on, though his heart might 
not, teſtified her approbation of what he 
ſaid, and, after little more diſcourſe on the 
ſubject, diſmiſſed him. 


When Harris next attended the Duke, 
he communicated to her what had paſſed 
between him and Sir Charles Berkley, and 
took occaſion hence to urge, in the ſtrong- 


eſt terms, the neceſſity there was for her 
| miſtre(s's 
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miſtreſs's compliance with his plan; that 
ſpies would now be placed around on every 
ſide; the Princeſs would alſo be ſo vigi- 
lant, and keep Miſs Hyde ſo conſtantly in 
her view, that it would be impoſſible to 
elude obſervation; and as death would be 
leſs inſupportable to him than a ſeparation 
from her, without her being ſecured to 
him, he ſaw no other means of extricating 


| hem from the dangers which ſurrounded 


them on every ſide. 


| He aſſured Harris, that if her miſtreſs 

would conſent, he would retire in a few 

days from Court, arid every future act of 
his ſhould be guided by her directions. 


Harris, in reply, told him, ſhe had made 
uſe of ſo many arguments in favor of his 
Royal Highneſs's propoſal, that ſhe thought 
ſhe had diſpoſed her miſtreſs to liſten mare 
favorably to it; and ſhe really hoped, 
Vor. E. "WM From 


if 
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from the communication as ſhould now | 


make, and the reflection and arguments 


it would create in his favor, that her miſ- 
- treſs would be brought to conſent ; ſhe 
would inform his Royal Highneſs the ſuc- 


ceeding day, but as it behoved them now 
to be more cautious than ever in the mode 


bf communication, ſhe thought he had 


better appoint ſome other place, and a; 


| different hour for their meeting. g 


This appeared fo neceſſary to the Duke, 
that he immediately adopted the plan, 
and naming a place of ſafety, and a time 
when few perſons would be abroad, he 


ſettled that point—he then expreſſed the 
| happineſs Harris had given him, by encou- 


raging himto hopeher lovely miſtreſs ſeem- 
ed inclined to conſent to the aompletion 


of his wiſhes, and aſſured her of his eternal 
gratitude, ſhould ſhe ſucceed in determin- 
ing the point in his favor, _ 


When 


| DUCAE as OF YORK, 99 


When Mails related what had paſſed 
to her miſtreſs, a thouſand: painful and 
perplexing ideas ruſhed into the mind of 
the lovely Ann. She felt the juſtneſs of 
all the Duke's repreſentations, and her 
heart was a powerful advocate in his favor; 
but to conſent to a breach of that duty ſhe- 
owed the beſt of parents was inſupportable: 
yet, if ſhe did 5 ſne muſt loſe * lo- 


ver. 


Should they now ſe parate, there was 
little hope of their re- union. This thought 


Undecided and wretched ſne knew not 
how to act; miſery muſt be the conſe:- 
quence, which ever way ſhe took. . To the 
attendant friend of her youth ſhe applied 
for advice on this trying occaſion ; find- 
ing it impoſſible to determine, when her 


mind was ſo agitated, yet, ſeeing ſo Rronge! | 2 
F 2 1 . 
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ly the neceſſity of an immediate decifion, 
Harris made a clear ſtatement of the caſe, 
and then ſaid there was one circumſtance 
which ſhe thought of ſo much conſequence, 
that it ought to determine the point: ſhe | 
was, indeed, ſure, when Miſs Hyde con- 
- ſidered it, it would have that effect, ſince 
it included, what was moſt dear to her on 
earth, her fame. 


That the matter had been too much 
talked of now, not to be made public, and 
the motive of the Berkeleys would repre- 
ſent it in ſuch a manner as to incline peo- 
ple to think the worſt: by this means ſhe 
would be diſhonoured, her parents render- 
ed miſerable, and their enemies enjoy a 
triumph the moſt crue} over them. 


That as ſo many great evils were in 
one ſcale, and only one, though that of con- 


hdergble: magnitude, in the other, ſhe 
| thought 
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thought her miſtreſs ought not to heſitate, 
but conſent to a ſtep which ſo many con- | 
ſiderations made adviſeable, and which 
time, and its being irremediable, would 

reconcile all parties to. wy 


Theſe arguments obtained” ſo much in- 
fluence in the mind of Miſs Hyde, that 
they, at length, overpowered her objecti- 
ons to the ſtep: with a trembling hand ſhe 
marked her acquieſcence to the Duke, 
leaving to him the arrangement of. the 
buſineſs, and only requiring that, except * 
the two perſons already appriſed of the 
matter, and one friend ſhe would bring, 
no other perſons might be preſent at the 
ſolemnization of the nuptials. | 


This friend, whom ſhe was inclined to 
truſt, was one to whom ſhe had been at- 
tached before ſhe entered the ſervice 
of the Princeſs; they had become ac- 


F of quainted | 
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| quainted when her Royal Highneſs ſaw her 
| 


at Breda. 


14 Arn was induced to entruſt her on this 
| occaſion, becauſe her high rank and cha- 
[i | rafter would give a ſanction to her con- 
i duct, and ſhe was too well acquainted with 
1 her ſentiments to apprehend her refuſal, 
1 or her betraying the matter. She had 
every reaſon hereafter to rejoice in this 


tf. _ Hep. 


The Duke was overwhelmed with-j joy 
when he learned Ann's determination in 
- his favor. He loſt no time in the prepara- 
tions requiſite for the occaſion, fearing his 
miſtreſs might repent her promiſe, know- 
ing fo well as he did the ſtrong ſenſe ſhe 
{| had of her _ 


# hs" ſecreſy was ſo abſolutely neceſſary, 
and the Princeſs's a attention was ſo wholly 
ewployed 
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employed in obſerving. every look, word 
and action of Miſs Hyde, it was impoſſi- 
ble to appoint any hour of the day to per- 

form the ceremony —it was therefore to be 
celebrated at midnight. | 


A Chaplain of the Duke was to unite c 
them, whoſe ſecreſy was enſured, and the 
following week fixed for the celebration. 


The intermediate ſpace was paſſed very 
uneaſily by both parties. Ann's conflict 
between her duty, affeCtiongy hopes and 
fears, ſtill making her very wretched ;. 
while the Duke's impatience and appre- 
henſion of ſome intervening misfortune . 
precluded his yielding to the ſatisfaction of 
thinking, he was ſo near an union with the 
moſt lovely and amiable of all human be- 
ings. They derived, however, ſome con- 

ſolation from pouring out the effuſion of 
their hearts to each other, for they found 


F4 means, 
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means, by the aſſiuance of their confidants, 
to elude the vigilant watchfulneſs of their 
ſpies, and obtain more than one interview 
unſuſpected. 


4A FORTUN ATE event for the lovers 
now took place—letters arrived from Eng- 
land, with information of the King's reſto- 
ration. They required the Duke's atten- 
dance in England as ſoon as poſſible. 
This circumſtance, by giving a cauſe for 
his departure, precluded the conjectures 
that would otherwiſe have attended his 
quitting the Court at that particular ti me 
and by giving a new fund of converſa- 
tion, drew off the attention of thoſe, who, 
having no reſources within themſelves, em- 

ploy, 


* 
* 
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: * 
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*. 


ploy their time in obſerving, comment- 


ing, and often miſrepreſenting.the actions 
of others. | 


His Royal Highneſs took advantage of 
his pretended indiſpoſition fo delay his 
Journey for a few days, but as in that 
time the due preparations were making for 


it, no ſuſpicions were entertained of the 
important event that was to take __ 


in the interim. 


The projedted pin w. 


cuted, that not the leaſt idea of it was con- 


ceived. 


You will readily imagine the 


_ agitation of the lovely Ann, at an act on 


which hung all the future happineſs of her 
life, which was performed without the 
ſanction of thoſe whoſe rights ſhe acknow- . 
ledged, and deeply regretted her vivlat- 
ing. | 
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T bis, the firſt, and indeed, only breach 


of her duty, was bitterly deplored by her, 


and ſeverely puniſhed ; but, circumſtanced 


as ſhe was, who will not make allowance 
for this one error? | 


oY” Two lines of a favorite poet occur on 

this occaſion, and as you may be inclined 
to cheriſn them as applicable as I do, I will 
. tranſcribe them: 


1% Mais à I'humanits, fi parfait qu'on fut 
Toujours par quelque foible on pays la tribut.” 


You, 1 am ſure, my dear Lady Mor- | 
daunt, will, while you lament, not too ſe- 


verely condemn what had ſo much to ex- 
_ tenuate it. A young and amiable Prince, 
on the one hand, ſoliciting, with all the 
energy love inſpires ; a friend on the other, 
whom ſhe looked up to as a ſecond parent, 


perſuading her, that fame now, as well as 
eres, depended on the lep, and her 
own 
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own heart favoring the cauſe. Who will 
not think her conduct palliated by theſe 
conſiderations? And to thoſe who would 
cenſure it ſeverely, on account of the in- 
Anence of example in ſuch a character, it 
may be recommended to reflection, that, 
as nobody can preſume they have a right 
to make her failure their example; wiĩth- 
out, copying her virtues, few, indeed, L 
may ſay none, will be injured by this her : 
ſingle deviation. 


| A WEEK after the cesemony had paſſ - 
ed, the Duke tore himſelf from his lovely 
bride, and ſet forward for England, not 
without the hope, however, that this favor- 
able turn of affairs would be the means af 
reſtoring her to him ſoon, and perhaps of 
en ſome favorable. occaſion. for 
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ſerving his marriage, and obtaining the 
King, his brother's approbation of it. 


Theſe hopes, which he communicated 


to her, whoſe cares, joys, and intereſts 


, were now inſeparable from his own, con- 
- tributed much to alleviate the anguiſh of 
ſeparation. 


= 


The Princeſs was on. this occaſion not. 
ſorry to ſee her brother depart ; for though. 
all her vigilance had not been able to diſ- 


_ eover any confirmation of her apprehenſi · 


ons, they had been too effectually rouſed 
to be very ſoon lulled; and the counte- 
nance of Ann, on the Duke's departure, 


in ſpite of all her endeavours to give it an 


appearance of unconcern, betrayed, to a 
penetrating obſerver, marks of the feelings. 


- moſt predominant in her heart, 


Ihe Princeſs had urged her often in fa- 
Vor of the young Nobleman, Ann's re- 


ply 
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ply could not but ſatisfy her. She faid-it 
was neceſſary to co nfider well the charac- 
ter of the man on whom the future happi- 
neſs of her life muſt depend. She would 
not, therefore, decide -precipitately-: time 
and obſervation. were required to enable 
her to judge, whether he poſſeſſed" thoſe 
qualities which were calculated to promote. 
their mutual felicity ?: 


Happily for her, the change of affairs 
_ obliged. her lover to go over to England, 
and ſhe, for the preſent, was relieved from 
' this ſource of uneaſineſs. | 
Another lover, however, or one who 
affected to be ſo, now ſtarted up to diſturb 


the repoſe of Ann, no other than. Sir Char- BY + 


les Berkley. 


The Duke, having left ſome affairs un- 
ſettled, had deſired him to remain till they 
e 


A ſentment, and ruining himſelf thereby. 


4210 pochkss OP YORK, 


: were completed; and he devoted-all his 
- leiſure to perſuade, Ann, that ſhe-had in- 
ſpired him with the tendereſt and moſt 


+axdent- paſſion. 


; RT and provoked at this unex- 
pected conduct, ſhe knew not whether 
- ſhe ſhould not acquaint the Duke; but re- 

collecting the dangerous conſequence of 


awakening his jealouſy, and apprehenſive of 


. the effects of his refentment, ſhould it be 
raiſed againſt Sir Charles, ſhe concluded. 
it would be better to endure the preſent 


evil, than by endeavouring to prevent it, 


invite a greater. 


You will, perhaps, be equally ſurpriſed 


with herſelf, at this ſtep of Sir Charles's, 
for it will naturally occur, that as Miſs. 


Hyde was the ſuppoſed favorite of his maſ 
ter, he would be afraid of exciting his re- 


But 


F «— 
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But this artful politician had ſo deeply 
conſidered the ſcheme in view, and taken 


his meaſures ſo well, that all“ were deceiy- 
ed by it. 


When the Duke was informing him of 
the buſineſs he wiſhed him to perform, 
previous to his embarkation, Sir Charles 
ſaid, (with a ſmile) there is one commiſſi- 
on your Royal Highneſs has forgot, the 
attentions due to a certain young Lady: 3 
but I will not omit them, aſſured that. 
though not ſpecified, they are what will 
be moſt acceptable to you. 


The Duke was for a moment ſtartled, 
fearing his fecret was betrayed; but re- 


collecting the impoſſibility of this, he judg- 


ed that Sir Charles now doubted his for- 
mer aſſurance on the ſubject, and "Eg 
to penetrate his thoughts. | 
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_ He replied, with the ſame air, that as a 
gallant man, he was bound, to pay attenti- 
on to every woman, and it was a ſervice 


that rewarded itſelf, therefore he ſhould not 
| claim any merit from it in reſpect to him. 


Sir Charles anſwered; in tlie preſent in- 
ſtance certainly the ſervice would reward 
itſelf, unleſs he ſnould, indeed become too 
ſenſible to the charms of the fair Lady 
in queſtion; but ſhould that be the caſe, 
| he hoped his Royal Highneſs would forgive 
it in favour of the ſympathy it would. 
evince. | 


3 


The Duke little ſuſpecting the motive 
of the laſt ſpeech, aſſured Sir Charles, with 
great good humour, he ſhould never en- 
tertain the leaſt jealouſy, on account of 

| Miſs Hyde; on the contrary, that he was 

at liberty to pay what attentions to her he 
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The Duke's ſpeech, however, did not 
deceive Sir Charles; he obſerved the ſur- 
priſe he had been in, and thence conclud- 
ed he was more intereſted than his words 
implied; however, it was not neceſlary to 
his purpoſe to remark upon this ; there- 
fore after a little more pleaſantry. on the 
| ſubjeQ, it gave way to others, 


3 diſtreſſing to Ani was this new 
perſecution. She had ever regretted the 
intimacy between the Duke and Sir Char- 
les. Slie had heard his real character at 

Breda, and learned that, through his in- 
fluence, his Royal Highneſs had been en- 
gaged in ſome frolics, which had hurt him 
in the eſtimation of many people, thougn 
f « e : they 


— 
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they were certainly excuſable, on account 
of 1 youth and only diſpoſition. 


She ao knew Sir Charles was an inve- | 
terate enemy to her family; a more un- 


welcome lover, therefore, could not have 
preſented himſelf. 


She did not believe he was really attach - 
ed to her, and there fore concluded he had 


ſome plan baneful in its intention ſhe 


could not decide what it was, but, from 
all circumſtances judged, it tended to diſ- 


cover Whether there was any attachment 


between e and her. 


Impreſſed with. ſo ESA an opi- 
nion-of him, it was difficult for Miſs Hyde 
to conceal her ſentiments, however ſhe 
contented herſelf with treating him in the 
coldeſt and moſt reſerved manner, hop- 
ing, that as he muſt neceſſarily go to N 
lan 
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land, ere long ſhe ſhould be releafed from 
his addreſſes, 


He, in the mean while, not at all diſcou- 
raged by the ill reception he met, hovered - 
perpetually round the charming * of 
his attentions. 


This was a new ſource of converſation 
and con jecture for the Court of the Princeſs, - 


and was, of courſe, conveyed to England. 


Lord Berkeley took every occaſion to 
mention the report to his Royal Highneſs, 
inſinuating that his nephew found no eauſe 
to complain of Miſs Hyde's eruelty. 


But it produced not the effect he in- 
tended; the Duke always evineing the ut · 
moſt unconcern when the ſubject was ſtart- 
ed. The recent proof he had received of 
the affections of his lovely miſtreſs, pre- 
: oz Gets, , | ny 
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eluding his admittance of any doubt reſ.- 

pecting her, all his concern now was 

engroſſed, by the conſideration of engag- 

ing his brother's approbation of his choice, 
and conſent to his avowing his marriage. 


” * 


One circumſtance contributed to encou- 
rage his hopes. This was the great favor 
the Chancellor was in with the King: he 


Was known to have more influence and 


credit with his Majeity, than any body 
elle; nor could any other perſon boaſt, on 
any account, ſo great a claim to it, His 
loyalty had ſuperſeded every conſideration 
of intereſt or happineſs ; he had quitted 
| his native country; relinquiſhed his for- 
tune, and left a beloved wife and family, 
10 follow the . fortunes of his maſter, at a 
time when it ſeemed impoſſible that he 
"ſhould reap: any other fruit than * : 
201 oy gnent and utter ruin, 


kd * 
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On the Chancellor's favor with the King 
on the merit of his daughter, which was the 
theme of univerſal praiſe; and on his bros 
therly affection, did the Duke build his 


hopes; and he ſought to ſtrengthen: theſe _ | 
aids, by ſtill conciliating the regard of his 


brother, nor was this ineffectual, 


The King had ever loved the Duke, 


moſt affectionately, his preſent conduct 


ſtill more endeared him. He found him 
extremely improved in his manners and 
conduct, and though it did not then aſſure 
that this was produced by any particuler 


cauſe, he remarked the 8 with very 
great ſatisfaction. | | 


Thus every thing ſeemed to favor the 

Duke's wiſhes,and a circumſtance ſoon hap- 
pened that inclined him to believe fortune 
was diſpoſed to grant all his wiſhes. 


This circumſtance was the intelligence,; - 
that the Chancellor propoſed to ſend for 
x" ot his Fx 
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his daughter over. Every other buſineſs 
that claimed attention from him being 
now happily arranged, and himſelf and 
family quietly ſettled, he reſolved to en- 
Joy, once more, the happineſs of his favo- 
rite child's ſociety. | 


* 


In conſequence of this reſolution, which 
met the ſtrongeſt ſupport from Lady Cla- 
rendon, they wrote to the Prince of 
Orange, expreſſing their gratitude in the 
fulleſt manner, for her condeſcending 
kindneſs to them and their child; and hop - 
ing ſhe would now conſent to wave her 
claim to her ſervice, in favor of parents ſo 
affectionately attached, who were now 
empowered to provide for her according 
to their wiſhes, and could no Agee bear 
her abſence, 


To Ann they wrote their wiſh, that ſhe . 
ſhould immediately prepare for her return 


enzss or YORK: * 
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to them; adding, all that tenderneſs to- 
wards ſuch 2 child dittated. We 2B 


What 2 hwppy ſummons for her! and 
how opportune- did the circumſtances, in 
which ſhe ound Dee make it! +28 

Ere long ſhe muſt have deviſed ſome | 
plan for withdrawing, for the loſs of re- 
putation, or avowal of her marriage, muſt 
otherwiſe have been the conſequence; and” 
how to have managed this ſhe'knew not. 


The preſent ſummons not only remoy» 
ed this diffculty, but relieved her from the 
intolerable perſecution ſhe had ſuffered” - 
from Sir Charles Berkeley, who, i in parſe. 85 
ance of his plan, had continued to devote ' 
all his time and attention to bler. 
To be relieved from theſe cares, and to 
ſee again her beloved parents, and ſtill 
: _ dearer 


4 
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dearer ad was a ſource of ſuch joy 
to Ann, that ſne would not allow the re- 
flection of what might await her in Eng- 
land, to put a ſtop to the current of la- 
tisfaction that flowed into her heart. ; 

0 

With far different 8 did the 

Princeſs Royal peruſe her letter, brought by 
the ſame hand : ſhe deeply regretted the 
neceſſity of reſtoring Ann to her parents. 
She really loved her, and was too good a 
: judge of merit, not to apprehend that 
where it was ſo great, its effects would im- 
preſs others as forcibly as herſelf. Ann 
would now again lie in the Duke's way; 
ſhe feared the conſequences, and hence 
reſdlved to write her ſuſpicions to the King, 
and in caſe ſhe thought it hereafter requi- 
fe, even to make a viſit to England, to 
" repreſent what ſhe apprehended. 


7 


Ann's 
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- Ann's hopes of getting rid of one care, 
by her removal from the Court of Orange, 
were not ſo ſoon accompliſhed as ſhe bad | 
flattered herſelf they would. 


Sir Charles Berkeley ca have 
received an order from England, requiring 
his immediate preſence, and announced 


his deſign of returning in the ſame velſel 
with Miſs Hyde. 


As ſhe had no means of oppoſing this,” 
ſhe was obliged to acquieſce, however diſ- 
agreeable; but ſhe reſolved to confine 
herſelf, with Harris, to her cabin as much 
as poſſible,. that he might have no oppor» 

tunity of proſecuting a ſuit ſo hateful td 
her. E 
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Tears of unfeigned ſorrow overflowed 
the eyes of Ann, on taking leave of the 
W 6 - Princeſs, 
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| ſiſter of her choice. 


| bt for the reſtraint Sir Charles's compa- 
ny impoſed on her keeping firm to ber | 
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Princeſs, who had been her proteack 


| * to o whom: ſhe vas attached. 


Nor could her Royal Highneſs reftrain 


18 for a moment pride yielded its 
plate to ſenſibility, and ſhe preſſed her to 


e eee e 


This forrowful farewell (and one fill 
more affecting with the friend who had 


attended her marriage) being over, - Ann 


embarked for. In. * 


live N would ON been N 


reſolution. 


She ſedulouſiy avoided him, and though 
he was very pathetic i in his lamentations  - 


of her cruelty, it did not ſeem to produce 
any very nous concern in him, 


LHAVE 


* 


* 


Trae ſaid nothing onithe ſubject of the 1 


corre ſpondence that took place between 


the Duke and Ann, becatiſe it is natural 
to conclude, you me oe tin * the te- 


nor of it was. 


* 7 


The ſame a will preclude ay relat- | 


ing tne manner of Ann's ee fr. : 


mily. 


— 


ly be conceived ; nor was Harris's ſatisfac- 
tion inferior to that of any preſent e- 


ſtored to her native country ; welcomed 

as a friend by the family who had brought 

her up, ſhe thought the moment that re- 
Rored her to I; the em; of her 


life. 2 7 
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A ſuite of apartments were appropriated 


to the ſole uſe of Ann, to receive what vi- 
ſitors "ſhe might chuſe. Theſe apart- 
ments, the tender attention of a parent 


had ornamented with all that was ſplendid 
and elegant. Nor was there any attention, 


parental tenderneſs cquld diſplay, that 
was not laviſhed by the Chancellor and 


Lady Clarendon, on their beloved child. 


This conduct deeply affected Ann; it 
pierced her heart with fate's ſharpeſt pang, 


ſelf condemnation— deeply ſhe regreted 


that ſhe had betrayed her mother's confi- 
dence, that ſhe was now even carrying on 


a deceit * her. 


Theſe reflections were inſupportable, 


-& and ſhe reſolved to intreat the Duke's con- 
ſent, to acquaint her mother with the ſe= * 


cret of their union. 


The 
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The liberty that was allowed her of re 


ceiving whom ſhe pleaſed, had empower- 
ed her, ſoon after her arrival, to admit his 


Royal Highneſs. How amply did this re- 
union recompenſe them for all they = 


ſuſtained in abſence ! 


| When the firſt effuſions of tenderneſs 


were over, each recounted all that had 
- paſſed during their abſence, this was too 
minute, or of too delicate a nature, - to be 
entruſted to a letter, | 


Ann ſightly mentioned Sir Charles 
Berkeley's addreſſes, The Duke acknow- 
ledged he had heard of them, but attri- 
buted them to his ſiſter's requeſt ; and ſa- 
tisfied as he was, of the affections of his be- 
loved wife, aſſured her jealouſy had loſt its 


power over his heart. He then proceeded 


to tell her the favorable hopes he had con- 
ceived, and whence they were drawn. 


SY Theses 


reflection, that the intelligence coming 
from herſelf would intereſt Lady Claren - 


* 
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Theſe greatly relieved the mind of Ann, 


oho began to be apprehenſive it would 


not long lie in her power, to elude the ob- 
ſervation. of her family reſpecting her ſitu- 


= ation. She took occaſion, from the men- 
non of this circumſtance, to entreat, the 
Duke would conſent to her entruſting the 


22 of their union with her mother. 


He reel ſome apprehenſions of this 
Hop at the preſent criſis, however, upon 


don more in their favor, than if it came 


from any other perſon, he conſented; re- 


queſting her, however, to engage unlimited 
ſecrecy before ſhe made the avowal; for, 
he ſaid, he knew the Chancellor ſo well, 


that he was ſure were he apprized of the 


_ * affair, before the King ſhould be prepared 


by his, the Duke's, confeſſion for the know- 


 tedge, no means on carth would be unem- . 


ployed 


"Pat 
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do ble alt his power to diflolve it. "Bis: 
Highnels added, that his knowledge of . 


the Chancellor's inflexible integrity and 


loyalty, had led him to refrain from ſoli- 
citing his intimacy ; to which regard for 
his character alſo contributed, for heknew - 
the world, in ſpite of all the proofs he had 
given of unerring rectitude, would accuſe 
him of encouraging the affair ſecretly, ik 
he, the Duke, was obſerved to be much 
with him; an accuſation he knew would, 
to the Chancellor, be more painful than the 


ſevereſt misfortune which could befall 
him. 


He, A ſtrongly enn 
ſecrecy, and hoped, ere many days were 
elapſed, to bring her the happy tidings of... 


union, 
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This interval was a momentous period 
for Ann; to Harris ſhe communicated 
what had paſſed; and that attentive 
_ domeſtic, ever deſirous to ſhield her miſ- 
treſs, though at her own expence, under- 
took to diſcloſe the marriage, upon the 
propoſed conditions, to Lady Clarendon, 
ſecretly reſolving to take all poſſible ſhare 
of the blame on herſelf. 


Ann, terrified at the idea of meeting 
the firſt ſhock of her mother's reſentment, 
though it was a ſmaller evil, in her opini- 
on, than carrying on the deception, ac- 
cepted, with due acknowledgment, this 
friendly offer, and, trembling for the event, 
ſaw Harris depart in ſearch of Lady Cla- 
rendon. | 
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